
ON THE ETHER 

(an Introduction to Tesla) 

"They say much about the Einstein's theory now. According to Einstein the ether does not exist and many people agree 

with him. But it is a mistake in my opinion. Ether's opponents refer to the experiments of Michelson-Morley, who made 

attempts to detect the Earth's movement relative to the fixed-bed ether. These experiments failed, however it didn't 

mean the ether's non-existence. I always based as fact the existence of mechanical ether in my works and therefore I 

could achieve positive success." Nikola Tesla, [transcribed manuscript, found in an old fire-helmet as small manuscript 

used as lining]. 

"What is the ether and why is it so difficult to detect it? I reflected on this matter for a seriously long time and here are 

the outcomes I have been led to: I think that all the contradictions about whether the ether exists or not are the result 

of wrong interpretation of ether's properties. The ether has always been presented as an aero-form environment 

[gaseous]. That was the essential mistake. The ether has a very strong density. It is known that of more dense a 

substance, the higher is the speed of wave propagation within it. When comparing acoustic speed in the air and the light 

speed I have drawn a conclusion that ether density is several thousand times higher than air density. It is not the ether 

that is aero-form [gaseous] but the material world is an aero-form to the ether! A good example for such an interaction 

becomes apparent in gravitation, which should rather be named, universal compression. I think the material bodies do 

not gravitate between each other but it is the ether that makes one material body to press to another. We wrongly call 

this phenomenon gravitation. We can also feel ether's reaction when sudden acceleration or braking. The stars, planets 

and all the universe appeared from the ether when some part of it, due to certain reasons, became less dense.  It can be 

compared with formation of blebs [air bubbles] in boiling water although such a comparison is only rough. The ether 

tries to return itself to its initial state by compressing our world, but intrinsic electric charge within material the world 

substance obstructs this. It is similar to that when the water compresses blebs [air bubbles] filled with hot water steam. 

Until the steam does get cold the water is unable to compress the bleb. With time, having lost the intrinsic electric 

charge, our world will be compressed with the ether and is going to turn into ether. Having come out of the ether once - 

so it will go back into the ether." (Nikola Tesla)  

New York World - Telegram July 11, 1935 

"I was experimenting with vibrations, I had one of my machines going and I wanted to see if I could get it in tune with 

the vibration of the building. I put it up notch after notch. There was a peculiar cracking sound." 

"I asked my assistants where did the sound come from. They did not know. I put the machine up a few more notches. 

There was a louder cracking sound. I knew I was approaching the vibration of the steel building. I pushed the machine a 

little higher.  Suddenly all the heavy machinery in the place was flying around. I grabbed a hammer and broke the 

machine. The building would have been about our ears in another few minutes. Outside in the street there was 

pandemonium. The police and ambulances arrived. I told my assistants to say nothing. We told the police it must have 

been an earthquake. That's all they ever knew about it."  (Nikola Tesla) 

When Albert Einstein turned the world upside down with his theory of relativity, the only one who opposed him was 

Tesla. According to Tesla, Einstein’s relativity wasn’t sufficiently relative. He proved to Einstein that he could create 

velocities that are much greater than the speed of light. He considered Constant C the basis, and not the fastest velocity 

in the universe. 

“My enemies have been so successful in portraying me as a poet and a visionary," said Tesla, "that I must put out 

something commercial without delay." 

 

 


