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is also a Druid barrow, but the elevated mound was not in the centre of the area, It produced a
cinerariom, and ashes in a cist.  No. 75 had been opened before, as weil a5 No, 76 and 77, and in
78 we could find nothing,  No. 70 had also experienced a prior opening.  No. B0 is not sepulchral,
In MNo. Bl we discovered a Inrg:! rude wrn, conlaining an interment of burned bones. No. 82 had a
civerarium, and two simple interments of hurned bones, just under the surface.  No. B3 contained
a sepulchral urn, with a small brass pin.  To the south of No. 80, on the opposite hill, is 2 Drid
barrow (oot inserted in the plan), which produced o large rude urn without an interment.

In the same ensterly direction, but nearer to the cursus, is another fine group of barrows, equally
inviting to the eye, but nearly as unproductive as the preceding.

No. 84 is the largest barrow in this group, and has been plonghed over.  In making our section,
we found pieces of stags’ horng, pottery, and the remuing of o skeleton and drinking-cup, and two
knives; but the primary interment was a skeleton, with its legs gathered up, and its hands placed
under its head.  No. 85 contained originally an interment of burned bones, within a cist, but had
been opened, No. 86 had also experienced the same investigation; it had a cireular cist, and
einerariwa. No. 87, a Druid barrow of the second class, contained fragments of an urn and burned
bones in a shallow circular cist, No, 83, a similar but finer barrow, produced, near the surface,
just under the terf; the fragments of a rude urn and burned boues, and, lower down, a sepulehral
wrn reversed over a deposit of burned bones.  No, B9 has been in tillage: it contained a skeleton,
placed in o long circular cist with its head towards the north, No. 90, in tillage, produced a large
urn rudely ornamented, and inverted over o deposit of burned bones. No. 81 contained an interment
of burned bones, deposited en the floer of the barrow; and beneath it was a deep cist, containing
abundance of ashes and charred wood, intermixed with particles of bone. No. 82, In digging
down to the floor of this barrow, we discovered the remaing of a skeleton, with frgments of «
funeral wrn, burned boneg, and some enormons pieces of st-a.gi‘ horns,  Within o eist, excavated
beneath the floor of the barrow, lay a skeleton with ite legs gathered up, and its head placed towards
the porth.  No. 93 contained, near the top, an interment of burned bones, in a rude broken wrn,
with a small cup; also, the remaing of a skeletan, charred wood, stags’ horng, and flint apparently
Prcpnﬂ*vl:l. for warlike instruments. The primnr_'r r]epu-:il; was a skeleton, with its el []Jﬂﬂ‘l'.‘il
towards the south-east, aceompanied by a fine drinking-cup, richly ornamented, and in the highest
state of lzrnzm::vatiun.

No. 4 being sown with wheat eould not be jnvestigated. No. 93, 06, 97, 08 and 99, proved
totally uninteresting, and contained, chiefly, intermentz of burned bones. On the opposite hill,
eastward, ia another gronp of nine barrows. No. 100 eosntained a 5imP'|q-. interment of Wirned
bones within a circular cist.  No, 101, a similar interment, accompanied with two biack rings of
some bituminous substance, and one pulley bead. No. 102, an interment of burned bones in a cist,
with remuants of the cloth in which the relics were enveloped. No. 103, a deep cireular cist with
ashes. No. 104 is o large flat clreular barrow, which had been opened, and must have proved both
interesting and productive to those who first investigated it.  In the course of our examination, we
found the bones of several skeletons, fmgments of urns, and a mde instrument made from o stag’s
horn; there was also a large and decp cist.  No. 105 and 106 had been opened by others, No., 107
produced a 2mall interment of burned bones, with a pin of bone at top, and under it a pile of ashes
in acist, No. 108 is a pond barrow,

On a riging ground to the north, and a little beyond the barn, is ansther group of seven barrows,
No. 109, 110, and 11, had been investigoted 5 on opening the frat, we fonud the soil intermixed with
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the turd, which clearly indicated a prior apening.  We were deterred from making any attemipt on
the sccond barrow, by a great cavity in its apex j and we found the third had been examined,
No. 112 is a double barrow rising towards the east, and somewhat resembling a long barrow, but
ditehed all around. The lowest part had been opened, and contained an interment of burned bones.
In the other mound we found an interment of burned bones, secured by a linen cloth under a rude
urn, No. 113 had been examined before, but we found in it fragments of an urn and skeleten, No.
114 contained o deposit of burned bones aod ashes, in adeep cist. No. 115 contained also o similar
isterment, bot had been opened befere. T had for o long time viewed these two last groups of bar-
rows with satisfaction, and anticipated much pleasure and suceess in opening them. 1 had also
reserved them for the gratifcation of some of my friends in the neighbourhood, whe attended our
aperations: judge, then, of my mortificution and disappointment, in fmding that many of them,
though with the most even and apparently maiden surfuce, bad been already investignted, and
rubbed of their contents; and the remainder either totally unproductive or uninteresting!  Poor,
idleed, were the Britons who once inhabited these Plaing; unlike their rich neighbours, whose relics
were deposited in the vicinity, and particularly on the southern side of Stonehenge; but though
dizappointiment atiended our researches in this district, truth is obtained, and the history of these
numereus harrows remnins no longer involved in obscurity.  Adjoining the cursus, and nearly in a
line with it, are a few small barrows., No. 116 had been opened before. No, 117 contained a
small rude nen, with an interment of burned bones, Noo 18 i a small long baerow, and produced
a deposit of burned bones and black ashes, in a neat eiveular cist. Neo. 119 contained an interment
of burncd Lones na small cist,. No. 120 1z a ]:ru::ld barrow; and No. 121 pru:]ucr!d 4 rude urn
reversed over a deposit of burned bones.

From hence I proceed towards the vale of the river Avon ; where, adjoining the public road, we
find the interesting remains of aspacious British town or village, ealled Durrington, or Long Walls.
The first name s evidently derived from the Celtic word dur, water, and applies to the situation of
the adjeining village of Durrington neer the river. The site of this anclent settlement is decidedly
marked by o circular embankment, partly natural and partly artificial, which shelters it from the
sonth-west winds : the view it commands in front is delightful—facing the rich and well-wooded
vale, and the lofty range of Haradon and adjoining hills. Having been for many years in tillage,
its form 18 much mutilated 5 but from what remains, it appears to have been of a circular form, mul
to have had a vallom all aroand it on the high groand, but not on the east side near the water.
We plckied up a great deal of pottery within the area of the works,

On viewing the country round Stonchenge, and remarking with surprise the numerous memorials
of the dead, so thickly scattered over these extensive Plains, we are led natuwrally to inquire,
“ Where were the hobitations of the living#”  This question can be answered in part, but not so
fully as I could wish, by the discoverics we have made in the British villages, on Winterbourn
Stoke, Durrington, and Lake downs mny othiers would pruhillly luive been found in the environs
of Stonehenge, had not the soil been tumned up by the plough. YWe are fortunate, however, in
having rescued so many from oblivion, and te have thrown aside the thick veil which, notwith-
standing the active rescarches of Stukeley, has, till this period, obscured them. On the south side
of Durrington Walls is an elevated mound, bearing the appearasice of a barrow, No. 122, iu which
we dug to the depth of eleven feet, but found no sepulchral marks whatever. A little further on
the right of the road leading to Amesbury, we sce the matilated remains of an enormous Diruid
barrow, No. 123, and still further on the same side of the rond, a very gingular tremrelns, No. 124,
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appearing like three barrows rising from one large base, but eertainly a long burrow. It stands
from south-west to north-cast, and has its wide end towards the west; on the small end, o
alép on the centre, are mounds resembling two eirenlar barrows, We u-pl:'m:ﬂ. that on the small
end, aned found only a few ashes and elarred wood; but in the central mound we discovered, near
the top, a skeleton and a drinking-cup, both of which had been disturbed.  On reaching the fovr
of the long barrow, we foud & eircolar eist like o little well, but it contained no interment § from
this well-like cist, a tunnel, like a chimney, ascended nearly to the top. [ imagioe that, as in
most of our long barrows, the prim:l.:}' interment would be found at the broad end. o this
freruedis we lawe rather a singular fnstance of o cireular barrow being raised upon a long barrow.
No. 125, in tillage, appears to have been a barrow of very large proportions; and there are twa
others in the coru-fiells nearer the park, No. 126, 127, which we have not attempted to open.
There are also near them, under the hill, some appearances of earthen works wmuch mutilated,
which I cannot account for: 1 once thought they formed part of o cirele, bot 1 cannot speak with
any decision about them,

Before 1 conclude this Tter, let me call the attention of my readers to the annexcd wap of
Stonehenge mul itz environs, in which the hills, roads, antiguities, and barrows, are sceurately Laid
down, from actual measurement.  In it you will find n striking picture of ancient times,  You will
sce the spot sclected by the eacliest inhabitants of our island for their residence 3 you will beholil
that stupendous wonuwment of antiguity, Stonchenge, the building set apart for their civil oe
religions assemblies: you will pereeive its connexion, by means of the arenue, with the e, a
gpot appropriated to their games and races; you will recognize also in the camp vulgarly atteibuted
to the Empemr Yl:i-P.‘l.!.i:].u_, the strong hoid of the Uritons, or the :],EJ'I!.I]J'I for their familics and
Lerds, in times of danger; at Dorrington, and on Winterbourm Stoke Downs, you will sce the
hobitations of the Britons, with the lines of communication from one village to another; amd in
the numercus barrows digpersed over this extensive plain, you will distinguish the simple me-
morials of the mighty dead. In short, vou will have clearly troced to your imagination’s eye a most
impreseive history of our ancient Britong.—Thus far Sie Il Cour Hoanr's History of Wiltshire.

Sir i, C. Hoare has observed, that Stonchenge cannot have been the work of the Drujds, beennse
the stones are of euch a deseription that it would require the strength of & nation to construet it [
confess [ was surprised at the argument, becanse 1 bl no idea that any person conld imagine that
these priests, powerful and numerous as they were, could by themselves perform the work, Their
name is always used because the name of the nation has been doubtful.  But they were the priests
of the nation, they were the architects, and they were the causes of its building. From the recent
work of a gentleman, called Baows, who, I am told, is o person well qualified to form a judgment
on the subject of which he bas given an opinion—that is, of the difficulty of getting the stones to
the place, I now submit the following extract. It is an adwitted fact that the stones could come
from no place but the Grey Wethers. There is no other place for them to come from, and they
are distant about twenly miles :

“ Al pereons will l'lHll'.'l.i.I_'|l agree, that if the stones of -E'LIJIJE]J.EIIEE were selected from amaongel
those ealled the Grey Wethers, they must have been conveyed from thence either by land or water,
It is not impessible for them to have been brought through Clatford Bottom, over Oare Hill ; but
to transport them from thence over the numerous intervening eminences to Stonchenge, is what
wmust appear unlikely even for the Antediluvians to have effected, audmitting their strengith to have
heent proportivned o the feagth of their lives.  This 1 would again affirm, in the most determined
wanner, from a careful inspection of the country, ‘l'e regard it as the work of any people since

L
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the flood, is actually monstrous, To the fver Avon, therefore, we are of uemsit!.r ﬁhligdl] bty len ks
as the means of their conveyance,  But what is this river at the present time ? A small meander-
ing stream, wholly inadequate to serve a8 a conveyunce for the stones of Stonchenge, even were
it flowing without interruption; whereas, in ite progress [rom its source at Burbage to Lake,
within two miles and a quarter of Stonehenge, there are at least fifteen mills, and as many hatches
or dame,  Even with these aids it forms but a small stream @ how much smaller would it then be
were they taken awny ! #The assertion, therefore, that the lu.rgl.'r stones with which Stunplmngq_-
is built canoot have been brought from amongat the Sarsens or Grey Wetlers, as rug apsurtep
rrack of their origin, under the present existing state of lund and water, by any people that ever
inhabited our country since the deluge, is what no reagonable person would attempt to deny on an
attentive survey of them.” Brows on Stenehenge, p. 27,

WALTIRE'S STONEHENGE.

The g‘mnnd—g]nu, Plate No. 4, is taken from a medel in Cork, made h:;‘a very rﬂ&;:&ctul:lc ald
philosopher and astronomer, of the name of Warring, who travelled the country many years as
a lecturer in natural philosophy. He encamped and remasined on the ground two months, in order
to make himsell master of the subject ; and a model which is now in the possession of Mr. Dalfan,
of York, was the fruit of his labour. He occasionally delivered a eouple of lectures upon the sub-
ject of this temple.  After his death, theso written essays came into the possession of Mr. Dalton,
who, by some accident or other, has lost them, a loss which [ most exceedingly regret, 2s 1 con-
ceive that they would have been very valuable; for he was well known te be a deep-thinking
man, and & man of the strictest veracity, Iy an altendant on his lectures, who made minutes of
them at the time, I was informed, that Mr. JFalfire thonght this temple bad been constructed for
several uses ¢ that it was peculiarly well contrived for the performance of seerct rites which were
practized in carly times—as, il a person stood without he could not see any thing that was done
in the centre, provided the entrance were closed, as it might be very effectually, by three persons
standing before it.  If a person stood on the large stone ovr altar, within the inner curve, which
is o parabola and not an cllipse, he might be heard, when speaking, by all within the temple,—
Ancther use for which he thought this structure bad been erected, was that of making astro-
nomical obeervations on the hewvenly bodies, Dy eareful obscrvations made on the spot, Mr, JF,
founid, that the barrows or temuall surrounding this temple accurately represented the situation and
magnitude of the fixed stars, forming a correct and complete planisphere.  Eight hundred only can
be seen by the unassisted eye, but he thought he trueed fifteen hundred, the smaller representing
stars too minute to be observed without some instrument similar to o telescope; and that there are
other prools of the oceupiers of this structare having possessed something answering to our reflec-
Ung telescope. He thought he could prove that other barrows registered all the eclipses which had
taken ]:Im:dz within a certain number of vears 3 that the trilithons are 'ﬂ'_'gi'ah,'rﬁ of the tpansits of
Mereury and Venus ; the meridian line had then been even with the avenue or spproach, and the
grand entrance and the altar-stone within the inpenmost carve, but which is now removed seventy-
five degrees from it—~From the loose way in which these sccounts were taken, it is evident that,
though they are curious, and alford ground for future researches, yet they cannot be depended on.
But this is not the case with his model, which records his opinion of its original structure better
than any writing could have done. I have, therefore, substituted a plan of it in the plate, instead
of that of fwige Jones, which is agrecd, by every one who bas examined ity to be wrong,



i

i el B
v
hoae A
f b g o i fnden awae

Farn o wyeer Mmoo o Wi @ oSl

TEMIMLE

AT ABUHRY.

Avnmsl

Il TR




iy ARURV=—DESCRIPTION OF PLATES,

“ Again, the tail of the snake is conducted to the descending valley below Beckbamptor.

% Thus our astiruity divides itsell into three great parts, which will be our rule in d._-sp'ri[.i..g
this work. The cirele at Abury, the forepart of the snake; leading towards Kennet, which T call
Kennet Avenue; the hinder part of the snoke, leading towards Beckhampton, which 1 eall
Heckbhampton Avenue; for they may be well looked on as avenues to the grest temple at Abury,
which part must be most eminently called the Temple.”

We stand most highly indebted to the learned Doctor for this very ingenious development of
the mysterous plan of the Temple at Abury, and bave only to regret, that at the period when e
examined this work, and when it was in a muech higher state of preservation than it unfortunately
is at present, he had not surveyed it in a more correct and regular wanner, cspecially with regard
to the lines and course of the avenues leading to the head and tail of the serpent. No doubt would
then have been left to the modern antiquary ; whe boas now to regret the non-existing means of
ascertaining with correctiess, cither the exact site of the spake’s head, or the avenues leading
from it. ‘The most valuable part of the Doctor's plans, is the record he has leflt us of the gradual
demolition of the stones that composed the Temple ; for no dependance can be placed on his
general outline of the grand aggee of cireamvallation, as will be readily perceived by a comparizon
of his plan with the oue I bave had engraved from actual survey by my own draughtsman.

D, Stukeley has delineated the vallum as a regular cirele, and bas drawn the two concentric
temples of the same form,  Although the form of a circle was aimed at by the Britons, vet they
did not suceeed in rendering it perfeet, as will be seen by our grand plan. The rough sketeh of
Auprey also makes it irregular, s well as the disposition of the stones within the area, and those
of the two concentric temples,

It is well known that the serpent was held in greal veneration by the ancients, who considered
it p symbol of the Deity, and an emblem of clernity ; as such it has been variously expressed on
ancient gculptore and medals in different parts of the globe. Temples wers also constracted in
the form of that animal, aud ealled Diracontin ;3 and Stukeley supposes that an allusion is made to
a similar temple in the following passage of Pausanias ;@ Kerd 3 v g Thisire ofady o 855 Lbug
e Ty Payasi whisg mahSme & St spaie—" GQua Thebis nects Glisantem iter est; regl-
uneulam videas selectis lapbdibus clreumseptam ; serpentis caput Theband voeant.,” *  And the
same author mentions another eirele of stones on the river Chimarrus: * Est e lapidibus
sr:]_j-t.um."'l'

Dir. Stukeley then adds, * that the dracontia was a name amongst e first learned nations for the
very ancient sort of temples of which they could give no account, por well expluin thelr meaning
upan it.  The 1‘!1:1!1 on which Abu ry was built, is that saered Lierogrom of the Egl.'ptimm and other
ancient nations, the circle and snake.  The whole figure 18 the circle, snake, and winge, By this
they meant to picture out, as well as they could, the nature of the Divinity, The circle meant the
supreme fountoin of afl being, the Father; the serpent, that divine emanation from him, which
was called the Sony the wings imported that other divine emanation from them, which was culled
the Spirit, the Anima Mundi."”

The Temple, (Plate 10,) supposed to represent the body of the snake, is formed by a cirenlar agger
of enrth, ]'lfn"i.ng its ditch wilhinsidrj contrary to the mode m!:;:t:tcfl in works of defence, and llu:n:'l::.r
proving it to be of a religions mature, These mmparts inclose an aren (according to Stuleley) of

= I' 74T ¢ Corvoshisce, o 138,
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1400 feet in dinmeter § which, on the edge nearest the ditch, was set round with a row of rough,
unhiewn stoneg, and, in the contre, was ornpicoted with two circular temples, mmpuuud of the
sauee native stones,  These, from their relative situations, have been distinguished by the titles of
the Northern aud Southern Temples.  The space of ground included within the vallum, has been
estimated by the Doctor at twenty-two aeres, and the outward circumvallation, a8 measured by
him and the celebrated antiquary Hocer Gak, was computed at 4500 feet.  The number of stones
that formed this outward eirele or preecinctus was one hundred originally, of which, in the year
1722, when Dr. Stukeley wrote his account of Abury, there were cighteen standing, and twenty-
seven thrown down or reclining.®

T'wo eoncentric circles formed the northern and southern temples : the outward circle in each
consisted of thirly stones; the inward circle of twelve.  The centres of these two temples were
three hundred cubits,t or five hundred and eighteen fect, nine inches asunder, and their circumfor-
cnce or outside circle ifty cubits, or eighty-six fect, five inches and o half asunder in the pearest part,
The only diference which the Doctor could discover in these two temples, was, that the ane
towards the sonth had a central obelisk, which was the kibla, towards which the faces were turned
dnrilg the Ftr:ﬁ:lrnmﬂcﬂ' of H‘ligi:bl.tﬂ offices 5 and the one towards the Ill;I-I'“I, a cove, r_'pnh.iq.ﬂng af
three largre stones placed with an obtuse angle towards cach other.  One of these fell down in 1713,
and was said Lo measure seven yards in length,. No siges remain of the altar which is supposed w
have lain upon the gronmwd before the superh niche ; but it appears that the eentral obelisk of the
southern temple existed in Stukeley's time, for he states * its being of a ciccular form at the base,
of @ vast bulk, twenty-one feet long, and eight feet, nine inches in diameter, and, when standiog,
higher than the rest.”  He further adds, that  expetly in the southern end of the line that con-
weels the twe centres of these ti:llllﬂl_'d, iz an old stone bt.:mding, not of great Lulk. It has 3 hole
wronght in il and probably was designed to fasten the vietim in order for slaying i, Thiz Dr.
Stukeley ealls the © Hing Stone,”  The eriginal work when perfect was thus composed -

Chatward eirele withio the vallum . . . . . 100 stones.
Notthern tewple, outward eivele . . . . .

itto, inward cirele ; . . . . . . 12
Cove or cell . ‘ . . ; ’ N ‘ . 3
Southern temple, outwand cirele . . . . . 30
Ditto, fnward ditto . . . . . . . 12
Central obelisk . . . . . . . . l
Wing stone . . . . . . . . 1

Ttal 18D stormes,

I Ble Aubrey’s time, in the year 1663, the following number of stones is recorded as then

existing «

* When Aubrey wrote Ls deseription, sbost the year 1663, there were thirty-one stone remauining of fhis eatward
vieele i their uprizlit positon, but he does oot notice those that bad fallen.

t 1 have redaced the eabit to Eaglish feet, acconding to Dr, Sukeleys etntement, p. 19, whoee he says A ready way
of fving the analogram between our feer and the culsin 85 this: 3 fuot, 5 inelies and & half, mokes tvo culsits ; o staff of
AE Froert, A Beclest, snel o leehe mere than bobf an inel, beeomes the pcasuring Fool of these ancient phialsophers, bong
=in wubils, when they LTid ot the groandeplot of these fepples,
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Outward circle . . . . . . . . . 3] stones.
North temple .« . .« + « « =« . 12
Cove or cell . . . . . . . . o
South temple . . . e . 9

There are seven other stones marked in Alr. Aubrey's ground-plan between the two temples,
which, from the rudeness of his design, 1 know not how exactly to place ; and it must be observed
also; that the said person, in his rough plan, noticed the stones enly that were crect, not those
reclining or fallen.,

By the survey of Dr. Stukeley, in the year 1722, we learn that the numbers were as follows :

Outward circle, standing . ' ' . . . . 18 stones,

Ditto, fallen . . . . . . . . -
Northern temple, outward eirele . . . e
[Ntto, outward eircle, fallen . 9
I¥itto, inner circle, standing . . . . . .1
Ditta, inner civele, fallen . . . . . . .
Southern temple, outward cirele, standing 4
Ditto, autward cirele, fallen . . N . N . b
Ditto, inner circle, standing . . . . . .
Cove or ecll, standing . . . . . 2

Tatal 0 stance.

Upon o survey, muile by my ueders in 1812, I find the numbers of stones sadly reduced,
fisr there are only ten standing, and five fallen, of the outward circumwvailation,  OF the northern
temple two stones of the cove still remain,  On its outward ciccle, three are left standing and one
fallen ; and of the inmer circle only one is stunding.  OF the eutward circle of the sonthern temple
there are two upright and theee prostrate stones.

Thus bave 1 endeavoured to trace, but with antiguarinn regret, the gradual progress, T will not
ey of deeay, but of demolition, which the works of Arpunry have sustained ; wod the historian of o
fulire, and perliaps vot very distant day, will very probably be under the necessity of recording its
total annihilation. The plates annexed will, 1 hope, convey a satisfactory idea to the public of
what Abuey was in the days of its original splendour, and what it now is in the daye of its unfor-
tunate decline.

For the more perfect comprehension of the plates which illustrate the chorography of Abury and
its environs, I have subjoined the following deseription.

Plate 9, represents the sitvation of the Temple at Abury, with its two extending avenues ;
Silbury Hilly the principle souree of the river Kennet, the Hritish track-way, two groups of
barrows, and the line of Roman rosd between Bath and Marlborough.  This plate may be consi-
dered as one of the most interesting views which our island can produce. It unites monuwments of
the eartiest Britizh and Roman anticuity, and will, [ trust, convey a more correct and +:.1:1:|]1+:i.|, idea
of Abury and its environs, than any that has heretofore been given. The plate No, VIIL, of
Stukeley, is both confused and incorrect, because not drawn from actual survey.

Un cxamining this ground-plun, we pereeive a degree of symmetry, of which, except upon paper,
we could form no conception, nor for which could we give eredit to the early Dritons, We behold
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the grand circle placed in the centre of the picture, and the large mount of Silbury in a line oppo-
site 1o i1.*  Two avenues, like wings, expand themselves to the right and left, as if to protect the
hallawed sancinary and the holy monnt,  The eastern wing or avenne terminates with a circular
temple, thus distinguishing it as a pluce of pecaliar ewinenee.  From the winding form of this
work, De. Stukeley bas very fvgeniously developed the form of o Scrpent, and distinguished this
temnple ns one of that class called by the ancients Dracontia,

This plan receives additional interest by comprehending some groups of barrows, which I inves-
tigated, the principal source of the river Kennet, a small portion of the British track-way, passing
{rom the district of south Wiltshire throughout the whole extent of Berkehire,t and a large l:urtiml
of the Roman road between Bath and Maclborough,

Plate 12, By this plan I have been anxious to convey to my readers a correct iden of the grand
circle at Abury in its original state, as most ingeniously developed by Dr. Stukeley, ‘The site of
the temples is takesn from neture, The British carth-work, ealled Oldbury Castle, appears at a
distance in the centre of the view. The object of thiz plate is to indicate the respective site of
euch temple, and the number of stones with which each was composed; namely, thirty in the
outward, amd twelve in the inner circles,  The one situated towards the north, or right-hand side,
had three large upright stones in the centre of its arcs, designating the cove, where the altar was
placed.  The centre of the southern temple wos marked by an upright stoue nomed the Obelisk, in
a line with which, and between the temple and the outward circumvallation, was another single
gtone, with a perforation in it, and denominated by Hlukuluy the Hi:ig Stone, To this he supposes
the victim was fastencd previons to its sacrifice.  T'he stones that accompanied the outward circum-
vallation, amounted to one hundred,  The breaks in the vallum A I3 point out the spots where the
two avennes ssued from the ccotral temple; the one on the left side leading to Kepnet 3 the other
tevwards the centre to Beckhampton,

Plate 10, represents a ground plan of the grand eircle at Abury, taken by Ir. Stukeley in the
year 17245 but from the inaccoracy of its outline, and the position of the two concentrie temples,
I doubt whether this |:!:1r| was talicn from getuanl BUEVEY. It is, however, Fﬂrti:ulnrl:.' inktercsting
tir the present wee, as recording the state of o cleele at o distant period, when it appears to have
had cighteen stones standing, and twenty-seven fallen, of the outward circumvallation ; two stand-
ing and nine fallen of the outward cirele of the northern temple; one standing and five fallen of the
Cinner eircle, and two out of the three lorge upright stones that formed the cove.  OF the adjoining
southern temple, four stones of the outward eircle were standing in their original situation, and
seven were fallen down ; bul one stoue alone remained standing of the Intevior circle,

Plate 11, From our own aceurate survey made in 1812, we shall at once be convineod of D,
Stukeley's error, in making this work completely circular and symmetrical, and in the position he
has l_.-;iv'{'n to the eoncentric tr:mplm within it., I have no dowbt but the ur'lg:nml British construe-
tors of this work hod the civcular form in view, though they did mot possess the mathematical
means of drawing it to a nicety.,  You will observe also, that I, Stukeley has inclined the temples
more towirds the east than they in reality do.  We differ also materislly in the sdmeasurement of
the area within the ditch, which the Doctor makes amount to twenty acres—we to twenty-cight

* I -"Iilth'i]i'!u' Femmerhs Uiat the merilian Hoe '||u.-|.-n'l.1 throush thee centne af the pruid circhs, sl of -1"‘-11|"|-|-|'}| 10 ol
on aking eur sleervitions ol allowing for the variation of the compass, we faad 120 dees the s,

t T vanse of this ridgenay bas already been deseribed, p. 45
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acres and twenty-seven perches.  We differ also in the drenmvallation and dismeter of the grand
cirele, the former of which he weasured In 1721, with the celebrated antiquary Roger Gale, and
calenlpied the COTKIEE of 1t, on the ul:tﬁido, at 4800 feet, Our measurcment taken on the I"L[[uﬂ
of the vallum amounts to 4442 feet.  The learned Doctor 13 mther confused in his measure of the
arca ineluded within the rampart 3 for in one place he states the diameter at 1300, and in ancther
at 1400 feet. The furmer number agrees the best with our own measurement, which, in the
bruadest part of the work, amounts to 1260 feet from A to B, and 1170 feet from © w D, Owing
to the numerous buildi'n_r_;u. and ineloged ficlds within the nreq, it is i]npnssiblﬂ' to make as correct
measurements ns we could wish,  Thoze, however, laid down in this ground-plan, have been made
with every possible attention, and will fully prove that this work was pot so symumetrically regular
in its constituent parts as the learned Doctor has deseribed it

From the stones still existing in their original position, 1 have been cnabled to ascertain the
following measurements :

From the cove of the northern temple a, to a stone in the outward circumvallation e, is 354 fecty
six inches.

From the same stone a, to another in the outwarnd circle of the temple £, 136 feet ; and from the
stone in the cove b, to one in the inper circle d, 83 foct.

From onother stone g, in the volward cirele of this temple, we find the distance from it to o
stone in the circumvallation, to be 364 feet.

‘Fhere are, unfortunstely, no stones remaining in o situstion to point out the intermediate space
between the north and south temples 3 but from the stone I, in the outward circle of the southern
temple, to the cavity of a former stone, i, we may fix the dinmeter of this temple at 325 feet ; and
the intermediate space between the cavity and the fallen stone of the circumvallation k, at 357 feet,
and o the edge of the diteh 375 feet. The stone n, of the southern temple, aod the stone o, of
the circumvallation, are only 144 feet asunder, whereas those marked i and k, are 357 feet apart.

These remarks will tend to prove the irregularity of the work ; and it ought to be ohserved, that
the two concentric t-;.'m[.llrs nre mok I:Im:‘l::] L':'mc‘t]}‘ in the centre of the area of the g‘rmﬂ tin:ll', but
incline rather townrds the West,

Another peeuliarity attends this work, which will be explained by a reference to the section at
the bottom of Plate 11, 1 have before mentioned the variation made nse of by our British ances-
tors in the construction of carth-works, formed ecither for religions or military purposes; the
former having the diteh within the work, the lattee on the ootside. Abury and Marden may be
adduced as splendid examples of the former ; and the numerous camps which I have had surveyed
and engraved, will testify the latter custom, Dut ut Abury we observe the singularity of a
fat ledge, twelve [eet wide, projecting from the vallum about ball-way between it wnd the ditel.
This wag, probably, intended for the secommodation of eitting, to the numerous spectators whe
reaorted hither to the publie festivals,  What o grand and imposing speetacle must so extensive
and elevited :l.l.nphilhta.lr-r: have prcscnt-r_'q], the vallum and its declivitics lined with spectators,
whilst the hallowed area was reserved for the officiating Druids, and perhaps the higher order of
the people !

To render the illustration of this eingular relic of British antiquity more complete, | have added
several smaller plates,

”fl‘-'illg degeribed the |!lm;'¢ill-|:t.l.l.1- and contents of the grund cirele, contuining two minor ciccles
of uuhewn stones, 1 shall now proceed to @ description of the appendant parts, 25 noticed by
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Dr. Stukeley.  The body of the snake being explained, 1 shall follow the track along its neek
towarls the head, The Kennet avenue was intemded to represent the neck of the sacred eeptile,
and mauy be considered as a win sweera leading up to the religions mount, by which its head was
designated. The Doctor has the sole merit of unravelling, this mystic form ; for although his
predecessor in antiquities, Mr, Aubrey, has mentioned the avenue as a * solemn walk leading
from Rynet to & monoment upon the top of the hill,” be has not hinted at the supposed design,
nor alliuded to any eonnexion between it and the grand temple at Alury.

“The Druids,” says De. Stukeley, “in laying down this design, that it wight produce o mag-
nificent ¢ffect suitable to so great and operose a work, studied the thing well.  As this was to be
a huge picture, or mpr{la:mlatl-uu ol an mnlmzﬂ, tll.l‘.']," [t l‘[.l-u:d:‘.'tl Lo follow Wature's d.r.m'iug % far as
possible, A smake’s body bas some variation in its thickness, as slenderer towards the neck than
at its middle. This the Dreubds fmitated in making the avenue broader towards the soutliern
entrance of Abury, and drowing it narrower as it approached Overton Hill.  Aguin; when a suake
i represcoted in its sinuous motion, the inlervals of the stones sideways must have o varistion,
as set in the Inner or outward curve, so as to make them stand regolarly opposite to one another ;
yet this necessarily makes some little difference in the Inteevals, and this wo is properly eegurided
in the work."

Kevser Avesvg.— The whole length of this avenue consists of o hundred stones on each side,
reaching from the vallum of Abury Town, to the circulnr work on Overton Hill  Measuring the
Breadth of it in several places, where | had the opportunity of two opposite stones being left, |
found @ dilference, and the like by measuring the interval of the stones sidewnys ; vel there was
the same proportion observin] between the breadth aned interval, which I found to he as two to
three; so that here by Abury Pown, in that part which represented the belly of the spale, the
breadth of the avenue was thisty-foar cubits, [Aliv-six feet and a balf)} and the intervals of the
stones sideways, (lly cubits, (cighty-six feet, five inches amd a hall) the proportion of two to
three ; twice seventeen being thirty-four; thrice seventeen, fifty. These thirty-four cubits {or
fifty-six feet and a half) take in the entire space of two intervals of the stones of the outer great
circle of the temple of Abury within the diteh, together with the intermediate stone, which is the
entry of the avenue to the temple.  When we mount up Overton Hill, the svenue grows much
narrower 3 and this observation helped me in the discovery of the purport and design of the whole
figure of the snake, and in the nature of the scheme thereof.®

“When 1 abode here for some time on purpose, for several summers together, | was very eareful
in tracing it out, knew the distinet number of each stone remaining, and where every one stomd that
was winting, which eften surprised the country people, who remembered them left on the ground
or standing, and told me who had carried them sway.

“ As to the stones that composed this avenue, they were of all shapes; =izes, and height, as it
happencd, allogether rude. Some we measured six foet thick, sixteen in cireumference. I of a
fattish make, the boadest dimension was set in the line of the avenue, and the wost sightly side
of the stone inward.,  The founders were sensible that all the effect desired in the case was their
bulk and regular station,  Wihen the avenue comes to the inclosures of Wt Kennet, it passes

* Towuo stones pow oely rencin oppasite to cach ether in the Kennel Avene, by which | wm enaliled o phee the
distance Letweon them, which wae Gfty-one fect. The lresdth lessens ws it approaches towands the biale,  Thie lsters]
istanees between the stopes of this avenue are spore l."'ltl.ll.ll than | t'!l:].ll.'\'.tl‘:i.i, |Jt]:h'=; L[E a6 prerige g-l_-1.t_-ur:,-'||‘:r:|_-|_' fuet,
nsumder, the broad sides being placed facing the avenue,

E
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through three of them, crosses a little ficld-lane and the common road from Marlbarough to Bath,
just after the roud makes a right angle, descending from Overton bill.  In this angle the Roman
read from Marlborough, coming down the hilly enters the common road.  Passing the Rowman rond,
it traverses an angle of o pasture, and fulls into the upper part of the same road again, and marches
through two more pastures, all slong the quickset-hedge side, so that the guick is planted in the
very middle of it.  Mauy of the stones are geen lying in their proper places, bath in the pastures
and in the yrozd, These stones are all thrown down or reclining, and very large.  We mecasured
one by the style twelve feet Jong, six and a half broad, and three and 2 half thick. At the bottom
of these pustures on the right, rans the virgin stream of Kennet, just parted from its fountain by
Silbuary HilL*  One stone is still standing by a little green lane, going down to the river. Now
onr avenue warches directly up the hill across some ploughed fields, still by the hedge of the
Marlhorough road, where yet stands anotherstone belonging to it.  Then weare bronght tathe very
summit of the celcbrated Overton Hill, I.l-l':.lpl!rl}" the HM]-!P'EH, ot head of the shake. The l,m||:|]-_:
that stood here was intended for the heul of the snoke in the huge picture; and at o distance,
when seen in perspective, it vervapty represents it. It eonsisted of two concentric ovals, not much
different from cireles, their longest dismeter being east and west. By the best intelligence 1 could
obtain from the ruins of it, the outer circle was eighty and ninety cubits {one hundred and thirty-
elght fect, four inches, and one ]:II:!IHII"L'I'.!. pid fifty-five feet, seven inches and o half) i diameter, the
medium being eighty-five cubits, or one hundred and forty-six feet. Tt consisted of forty stones,
whereof eighteen remained, but only theee standing.  The inner was twenty-six, and thirty enbits
(forty-four feet, eleven inches andahalf, and fifty-one feet, ten inches and a half) in diameter, equal
to the interval between circle and cirele ¢ the stones were cigliteen in number, somewhat higger than
those of the outer eircle, Every body here remembers both eircles entize and standing, except two
or three fallen.t

“This Overton Hill, from time immemorial, the country people have a high notion of. It was,
{alas] it wae,) & very few years ago, crovned with a most beantiful temple of the Droids.  They
still eall it the Sanctuary. I doubt not but it was an asylom in Droid times, and the veneration
for it hadd been handed down through all succession of times and people. It had suffered a good
deal when T took the prospect of it with great fidelity, anuo 1723, Then Farmer Green took most
of the stones away to his boilding at Beckhampton ; and in the year 1724, Farmer Grifiin ploughed
half of it up; but the vacaney of every stone was most obvious, the hollow still left fresh,  In the
winter of the snme year the rest were carried off, and the geound ploughed over.

*The loss of this work T did not loment alone, but all the neighbours (except the person that
gained the little diety profit) were heartily grieved for it. It had o beauty that touehed them far
beyond those much greater circles in Alury Town.  The stones here were not large, set pretty
close together s the proportions of them with the intervals, and the proportions between the two
cireles, all being taken at one view, under the eye, charmed them. The great stones of the great

* This eoplous speing must only be copsidered a3 a contrilutery stream o the elver Kenget, which tses mueh bigher
up the country, above the sillagre of Monkton,

1+ Me. Aubirey and De. Stukeloy do wot st oll agree a8 to the nunbers of sones of which these two circles were
compiset ;. Lhe Former writer states the outward circle to consist of twenty-twa stowres, wod the inward of Sfeen, meking

atotal of thirtyseven.  Dr. Toope states the diameter of the large sphere to be forty vapds, and the smaller one to be
Bfteer,
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circles at Abury were not by them discerned to stand in circles, nor would they casily be pursuaded
of ity but these of the Sanctuary they still talk of with great pleasure and regret.

“ Having now,” according to the words of Stukeley, * conducted one half of the forepart of the
snake, in this mighty work, up to Overtor hill, where it reposed its bulky head, and not long nge made
a most beautiful appearance,” 1 shall proceed towards that part of the snake which designnted the
tail, and which bas been distinguished by the tithe of Beckbumpton Avenwe, and investigated by the
same learned anthor in the year 1722,

i Beckhesnpton Avenue goes out of Abury town at the west point, and proceeds by the south side
of the I:hl.l!l'l:l!l.}':]l‘ll. Two stones lie h;.' the parsonage gote on the right hand; those Ul}PuEitE L
them on the left hand, in o pasture, were taken away in 1702, as marked in the ground-plan of
Abury.  Reuben Horsal remembers three standing in the pasture. One pow lies in the floor of a
hiowse in the church:.‘un]. A Little farther, one lies of the corner of the next house on the r:!_.;]:t_
hand, by the lane turning off to the right to the bridge.  Another was broke in picces to build that
house with, in 1714; two more lie on the left hand epposite. Tt then prases the beck south of the
bricge.  Muost of the stones hereabouts have been made uze of alout the bridge, and the cavseway
leadiog to it.  Now the avenue passes along a lane 1o the left hand of the Caln read, by o stone
house called Goldsmith's Farm, and so through Farmer Griffin's yard, through one barn that stands
across the avenue, then by another which stands on its direction,  "T'wo stones and their opposites
still lie in the foundation : immediately after this, it enters the open ploughed felds, the Cala road
running all this while north of it If we look back, snd observe the bearings of Abury steeple, and
other objects, a discerning eye finds, that it makes a great sweep or curve northwards, The avenue,
entering the open corn-fiekds, runs for some time by the hedge on the right hand.  When it has
crossed the way leading from South Street, we discern here and there the remains of it, in its road
to Longstone Cove. Farnmer Griffin broke near twenty of the stones belouging to this purt of the
avenue,

“ A little way hence is a bit of heath-ground, but the plough will soon have devoured it. Here
remains a great barrow called Longstone Long Barrow, and from hence we see innumerable more
barrows, The avenue continued its journey by the corn-tields, Three stones still lie by the field
road coming from Seuth Street to the Caln road.  Mr. Alexander told me be remermbered several
stones standing by the parting of the reads under Beckhampton, demolished by Richard Fowler.
Then it descends by the rond to Cherill, till it comes to the Bath read, close by the Roman road;
and there in a low valley it terminates, near a fine group of barrows, under Cherill Hill, in the way
to Oldbury Camp. This peint, facing that group of barrows and looking up the hill, iz & most
solemn and awful place. A descent all the way from Longstone Cove, and directed to o descent o
great way farther down the Bath road, where no less than five valleys meety and in this very poing
onuly you can see the Temple on Overton Hill, on the south side of Silbury Hill.®

“Here [ am sufficiently satisfied this avenue terminated, at the like distance from town as Overton
Hill wayg in the fonmer avenuwe. Scveral stones are left disl:lcrsn:':il}' on banks and meres of lands;
one great stone, belonging to this end of the svenuwe, lice buried alinost wnder ground in the
ploaghed land between the barrow west of Longstone Long Burrow, and the last hedge in the town

# By the above 1i-|':1'ri.1lli-|l:|. we have bovn gubdiad inoar plan 2s to e ternainativa of the Dechbappron Avenur, which,
our auther obseryes, ended in a low valley, pear o toe group of barrows, &,
| A
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of Beckhampton, 1 am equally satisfied there was no temple or cirele of stones at this end of it.
Ist. Because it would be absurd in drawing, The head of the snake was aptly represented by that
double ecirele on Overton Hill; but this place, the foif of the snake, ndmitted no such thing ; and
I doulst not it grew narrower and narrower, as we observed of the head of the snpke. Znd. Here
is not the least report of such a thing among the country people; it would most assuredly have
been well known, because every stone was demolished within memory, when 1 was there. [ can-
not dewbt bat many have suiffered since; and 1 have had very disagreeable accounts thereof sent to
me. I apprehend this end of the avenue drew narrower in imitation of the tail of a suake, and that
one stone stood im the ‘middle of the end, by way of close. The avenue took apother circular
sweep in a contrary manner, as it descended from Longastone Cove, bending southward @

pars carters camipum *
Pone legit, sinuatque immensa volumine terga,—

as Virgil writes of this creature. And it went over a variety of elevations and depressures, as the
other of Kennet Avenue ; but that teeminated in a hill, as this in a valley.  With great judgment
they thus laid out the ground to make the whole more picture-like,”

From the above detailed aceount of the Beckhampton Avenue, we are enabled to judge, In some
degree, of the line it pursned, and this, I am sorry to say, must be our chiel authority ; for if 1
cxcept two of the stones which are supposed to have formed the Longstone Cove, not one belong-
ing to the avenue remaing upright; but by the names of the farms, streets, roads, and burrows, we
are enabled Lo form a tolerably eorrect judgment respecting the direction of this avenue,

To the Beckhampton Avenue there appears formerly to have been an appendage, called Long-
stenre Cove, of which De. Stukeley has given the following account :

“This Longstone Cove, vulgarly colled Longstones, is properly a Cove, ag the Old Britons
called thew, composed of three stones, like the most magnificent one we deseribed in the contre of
the Northern Temple at Abury, They are set upon the are of a cirele, regarding each other with
an ebtuse angle,  This is set on the north side of the avenue: one of the stones of that side makes
the back of the Cove, This is the .n'nll.r [ml'tic'ula.rit}' i which this avenue differs from the former.
I tuke it tobe chiefly a judicious affectation of variety, and served as a sacellion to the neighbourhood
ot ordinary days of devotion, It stonds on the midway of the length of the avenue, being the
fifticth stone. ‘This opens to the south-cast, ns that of the Northern Temple to the north-east. It
is placed upon an eminence, the highest ground which the avenue passes over.  These are called
Longtenc fields from it:—Longstone Cove, because standing in the open fields between the Caln
road and that to Bath, is more talked of by the people of this country than the large Temple in
A l.turjr o't

Mr, Aubrey, in bis Monunenta Britannics, thus mentions this fragment of antiquity : “ South-
ward from Aubury, in the plonghed field, doe stand three huge upright stones, perpendicularly, like
the three stones at Aubury; they are ealled The Devill's Coytes.””  In the rude sketch he has
given, he delineates thom as placed angularly, like those which form the cove of the Northern
Tentple ot Abury,

By the following deseription of this avenue, inserted by 't_.'|1E' learned Camden, in his Britanain, it

* Perdn, B 11 205, 208,
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appears that he had seen Mr. Aubrey's manuseripts,* and amaongst them the letter before cited from
Dr. Toope. He says, * From this place (viz, Aubury) to West Kennet, is a walk that has been
inelosed on each side with large stones; one side, at present, wants a great many, but the other is
almest, if not whelly, eotire; above which place, en the brow of the hilly is apother monuinent,
encompassed with a circular trench, and a double circle of stones four or five foot high, though most
of them arc now fallen down : the diameter of the outer circle is forty yards, and of the inner fifteen,
Between West Kennet and this ploce, is a walk much like that from Aubury thither, at least o
guarter of a mile in length,”” e then recites the circumstance of the discovery of human bones.
In the above quotation, Mr. Camden kas also continued the same statement with Aubrey, in men-
tioning a trench round the circular temple on Overton Hilly and which D, Stukeley denies having
existed.

Having described the component parts of the Temple at Abury, consisting of the grand civcle,
mmpn:htnding within its area two smaller concentric :ir::h:aj the Kennet nvenue, l{!:mi:mli:ug witls
a third cirele, supposed to indicate the head of the serpent, as the lurge circle indicated the body;
and also the Beckhampton avenue, which alluded to the tall of the same animal, [ shall now pro-
ceed to the deseription of another grand appendage, and perbaps the most mysterious part of the
whole work, namely,

Silfuery Fill (Plate 14) is an artificial meund of such inumense proportions, and 2o deceitlul in its
external appearance, that 1 could never have believed its having stoed upon so much ground, kad
I not ascertained the fact by an acteal admeasurement.

The learned Stukeley has, in the deseription of this mound, given his reins to faney, which has
trausported him beyond the regions of truth; or even probability; for he has stated, “that some
lting was the founder of the temple at ;’l!mr].l, and that Eilbur}-‘ Hill was raized for Lis mlernicor,”
His opinion, however, s always ingenious, and therefore 1 lay it before my readers,

“hsilbury, indeed, is & most astonishing collection of carth, artificially raised, worthy of Abury,
waorthy of the King who was the Royal founder of Abury, ns we may very plausibly affiem. By
considering the picture of Abury Tewple, we inay discern, that as this immense body of carth was
riised for the sake of the interiment of this great prince, whoever he was, so the Temple of Abury
was made for the sake of this tumulos; and then 1 have no seruple to affirm, 'tis the wost magnifi-
cent mansaleum in the world, without cxr_'i.'plhlg the Eg'_lrpﬂu.n P].'r::lnli:lu.

“ Silbury stands exactly south of Abury, and exactly between theextremities of the two avenuges,
the head and teil of the snake. The work of Abury, which s the cirele, and the two avenmes which
represent the snake transinitied through it, are the great berogrammeaton, or saered prophylatic
charaeter of the Divine Mind, which is to protect the depositine of the prinee here interred.  The
Egyptians, for the very same reason, frequently pictured the same hierogiyphie upon the breast of
their mummies ; and very frequently on the top and summit of Egyptian obelisks, this picture of
the serpent and cirele is seen, and upon an infinity of their monuments,  In the very same manncr,
this buwe snake and ciecle, made of stones, hengs as it were brooding over Silbury Hill, in order o
bring again to o new life the person there buried.  For our Deuids taoght the expectation of
future life, both soul and body, with the greatest care, and made it vo less than a certainty, "

If ten engineers were to survey this hill, [ question if any two would perfectly agree, unless they

* Unpublizhed wanwsaeripts now at Oxfonl.
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could dircct their chains exactly alike. “The circamference of the hill, as near the base as possible,
messured two thousand and twenty-seven feet, the diameter at top one hundred and twenty feet,
the sloping heiglt three hundred and sixteen fect, and the perpendicular height one bundred and
seventy feet; but that part of our mepsurement, which will excite the most surprise, is, that this
artificial hill covers the space of five acres and thiry-four perches of land,

For what purpose this huge pile of earth was raised, appears to be bevond the reach of conjee-
ture ; but [ think there can be no doubt that it was one of the component parts of the grand temple
et Abury, not a sepulchral mound raised over the bones and ashes of a King or Arch-druid.  Jts
situation opposite to the temple, and nearly in the centre belween the two avenues, seems in some
degree to warrant this supposition,

In the Welsh “I'nads, which may be considercd the carlicst records we have left, perhaps some
allusion may bave been made to this stately mount in the fourteenth Trad.  *The three mighty
labours of the island of Britin, Erecting the stone of Ketti; constructing the work of Ewrys;
and heaping the pile of Cyvrngon.”” The stone of Ketti i=, npon good authority, supposed to be a
great cromleh, in the district of Gower, in Glamorganshire, still retaining the title of Maen Cetti;
and the work of Emrys, or Ambrosins,® has been applied to Stonehenge, Why may not the heap-
ing of the pile of Cyvrangon allude to Silbury ¥ The three primary eircles of Britain have been
named Gorsedid Belsgawen, Gorsedd Bryn Gwyddon, and Gorsedd Moel Evwr; upon which Mr.
William Owen, the celebrated Welsh schelar, has sent me the following explanation: “ Cladair
Cyvrongon snd Gorsedd Bryn Gwydden must hove hod their appellation one from the other,
gs the names i|:||p|}':1_-;|. wiach., For Cludoir E}’fmﬂgnn, thie I!IL':I.I.EI of :,'nni_:n:gutiuun wnd assel-
blies; not that the sssemblies conld have Been Dield on Bryn Gwyddoen or Silbury T, but that
they were contiguous; that is, in the circle of Bryn Gwyddon, or the hill of the conspicuons or
men of the presence: so that each of these places took their names respectively from each other;
and 1t is thus that | identify Bryn Gwyddon and Cludair Cyvrangon in Silbury Hill and Abury,” In
nearly the same state of olweurity s the mysterious circle al Abury equally invelved : [ say
nearly, Dbecause we have structures in our island of the same form, though net egual in
magnitude. Every stone circle is vulgarly attributed o the Dewnids, who were not the rulers
but the priests of Britain; | cannot, therefore, attribute to them the erection of such splendid
monuments as Ahury aud Stenckenge, though they probably acted a prominent part in the civil
or religious ceremonies that were performed within these circles, I rather think Abury the
work of a whole nation, rude ln manoers, and wnoequainted with the teue principles of archi-
tecture ; whereas Stonehenge appears evidently the work of a more civilized people, having some
ideas of symmetry, and acquainted with the use of the chisel; for | have noticed in my History of
South Wiltshire, the mortice and tenon in the impost stones, and the chiseling of the upright stones
at Stonchenge.

Die, Stukeley makes a similar observation.  * Nothing is more manifest, thon thut the stones of
Stonehenge have been chiseled, some quite round, some on three sides, easily to be distinguished.
The stones of Abury are absolutely untouched of tool. No doubt, at that time of day, the ab-

* Mr. Davies in his Celiie Mesearohes, Vol 1, paga E0, in tabking of the sacred precieet in Salisbary Plain (Stonc.
henge), wavs, that it wad called Geeith Ewrys, ur Emreir, the structure of the revolution, evidently that of the Sung not,
23 lsas bewn vulgasly suppiscl, from Eame, or Ambriaios, the masician and prophet,
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ariginal patriarchal method from the foundation of the world was observed, not to admit & tool
upon thenw

To decide upon the period of time when the works at Abury were first constructed, or to
hagard even a conjecture, would be an useless task, having no certain date to work upon. The
extreme rodeness of the architecture bespeaks its very remote antiquity ; amnd, when compared
with Stonchenge, [ may say with Stukeley, “ The Temple of the Druids at Abuary, is as much
older than the Homan times, as since the Homans to this time.” But a stronger proof of its very
carly origin may be deduced from the following circumstance, recorded by Stukeley: © When
Lapd Steneelly, who owned the Manor of Abury, levelled the vallum on that side of the Lown next
the churel, where the barn now stands, the workmen came to the originel surface of the ground,
which wag easily discernible by a black steatum of moald wpon the chalk.  Here they fowend large
quantities of buck horns, bones, oyster-shells, and wood coals, The old man who was employed
in the work says, there was a quantity of o cart-load of the horns, that they were very rotien,
and there were very many burncd Dones among them,”  Upon which passage the learned author
makes the pertinent remark, © that these were remains of the saerifices that had been performed
here, probably before the Temple was guite finished and the ditch made.”

HLAPIDATION OF ABDAY.

Having stated os briefly and perspicuonsly as the nature of the subject would allow, the original
design, figure, and exteut of this magnificent sanctuary, the melancholy task alone remains to
trace the cnuses and sucecssive progress of ils decuy.  When we are informed by such respeetable
authority as that of Dre, Stukeley, what it was, and how wantooly and rapidly it was in his own
memory dilapidated, we shall exelaim with one accord, ©dalet meminisse.””  Yet we may derive no
inconsiderable degree of alleviation, by considering that, by the persevering industry and patient
iju'esl,i_-_._:ntim of ope leapned :'u:u:li'llrirlm.'llJI the whole plan of this utupt:nrl-m:a '.I_'i:mp]n s Leen most
ingeniously developed, and transmitted to the antiquarics of the present day.  For although the
earliest deseription, and, I may add, literary description, of Abury may be justly attributed to my
comntryman Mr. Aubrey, who proeeded the Daoctor sixty vears, yet the hieroglyphic representation
of the snake was to him both unknown and vaobserved, and would probably have ever remnained
in obgcurity, had not the brilliant gewius of a Stukeley deciphered it ot o period when, to use his
ewn words, * he frequented this place in the very point of time, when there was a possibility just
left of preseeving the memory of K"

Now, indeed, we may say, * sfat magni nominis wmbra : for the substance is neady gone, and
little remaing but the shadow.  Out of the six hundred and 6fty stones which ariginally constituted
this surprising work, a few oaly now remain 28 a melancholy testimony of former greatuess,  The
:tul:mnrluus agrer of earth which formed the Ijrmc'l'nda:x of the Tt'ml:l!t still continues to astonish
the eye of every beholder, and to attest the grand apd simple design of ite founders: and to its
selid Lulk and worthless materials of earth, it will probably owe that presesvation and continuance
which its more valunble parts of stone ean, after past experience, expect in vain,

Before 1 trace the progress of gradual dilapidation which this grand work has experienced, and
which the industry of Dr, Stukeley hus preserved, it will be necessary once more to consider the
Temple in its original state ; the component pasts of which were as follows :
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The outword civele of the praoefictns . . .« 100 stones

Northern Temple, outward circle . . . . K
Inner circle of the same . . .. - 12
The Cove . . . . . . . . . 3
Southern Temple, outward cirele ‘ . . ‘ 30
luner circle of the same . . . . . . 14
The eentral Obelisk . . . . . . . 1
The Ring Stone « s s s 4 . . 1
The Keonet Avenue . . . . . . 20}
The outward cicele of the h;].i-tpen or ﬁ.-t-rpent.'i. byemd . 40
The inner circle of the same . .. . . 18
The Beckhampton Avenue . . . . . 20K
Laongstone Cove . = s 4w 2
The inclosing stone of the serpent’s tait . . . 1
Toatal 650 stonea.

This is the grﬂn:] total of stones ::mpln;'ml in the work, of which one hundred and l:iz';ll.l],‘-uinr,
belong to the grand and two concentric circles ; the remaining four hundred aod sixty-one stones
constituted the two avenues, and the esncentric circles, designating the head of the serpent.  The
following table will shew the sad dilzpidations which bave taken place in this work

ﬂrig'ln zl tnmlllru‘., oue hundeed and c'l.ghl'.j.rvﬂght etones.
In Mr. Aubrey's time, A.D. 1663, seventy-three stones.
In D, Stukeley's time, A 1722, twenty-nine stones.
In my own time, A1, 1515, seventeen stones,

And of the Kennet Avenue, consisting originally of two hundred stones, a few only remain in
their upright position ; and of the Temple, which terminated it on Overton Hill, not ene stone
exists 3 of the Bechhampton Avenue none remain ; but two stones of the Longstone Cove still
testify its former situation.

Dir, Stukeley iuforms us, that in the year 1722, when he begnn his resenrches, © above forty
stones were visible of the grand outward cirele ; seventeen of which were standing, and twenty-
seven thrown down or reclining 3 ten of the remainder, all contiguous, were at onece destroyed by
Tom Robinsen in the year 1700, and their places peefectly levelled for the sake of pasturage, In
the north entrance o the town, one of the stones, of & most cnormous l:ull:[, fell down and broke in

the fall:

- gt Epro
Aozte mingr procimbit ]

" IL measured full twenty-two feet bong.  Reuben Horsal, the clerk of the parish, a sensible man
sl lover of antiquity, remembers it standing ; and when my late Lord Winchelsea {Heneage) was
here with me, we saw three wooden wedges driven into it, in order to break it to pieces.

“0f the exterior circle of the northern temple, only three stones were left etanding in the time of
Stulcley, and six more lying on the ground, one of which was in the street by the inn gate,
PPeople then alive remembered several standing in the middle of the strect: they were burned, for
building, in 1711, That, at the corner of the lane going to the north gate of the town, not many
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years sinee ‘Ifi-ng on the gﬂ}uﬂﬂ. wag teed as a stall to ]:'I._'I,'-' fish on when lht‘}" had & Kind of market
there. ‘They told us, that about a dozen years ago, {1710,) bath eircles were standing, and almost
eutire. Those in the closes behind the inn were taken up a year ago {this was when | first went
thither, about 1817}, Farmer Green chicfly demolished them to build his bouse and walls at
Heckhumpton,

“ (f the sonthern temple, several stones were destroyed by farmer John Fowler, twelve years
ago (17100 : he owned to us that he had burned five of them; but fourteen are still left, whereof
pbout half are standing. Some le along in the pastures, two wre let into the ground under a
barn, others under the houses ; one lies above grownd, under the corner of & house over agninst
the inn; one is buried under the earth in a little garden.  The cavities Jelt by some more are
visible, in the places whereof ashe-trees are set.  All those in the pastures were standing within
memory,”

In the year ]Fﬂ.'l, e, Slulﬂ:l:y saw scveral stoncs token up from that part of the Kennct
Avenue vear the inclosures, and broke for building, fragments still remaioing, and their places
fresh turfsd over for the sake of pasture.

“ John Fowler, who kept the ale-honse hard by, demolished many of these stones for bumning.
The sle-house, (the White Hart,) and the walls about it, were built nearly of one stone.

6 Tl ankpuuTtmpl: pwes ik destruetion to Groer Geeen.  Farmer Griffin Broké near twenty
stomes of the Beckhampton Avene,

“ Thug,” in the enthusiastic language of our avthor, * 1his stupendous fabrie, which for some
thousands of years has braved the continual ngsanlts of weather, and by the nature of it, when left
to itself, like the pyrunids of Egypt, would have losted as long zs the globe, has fallen o sacrifice
to the wretched ignoranee pnd avariee of a little village, ueluckily placed within in"”

Various arts amd devices were employed ab different timeg In the destruction of these stones :
D, Stukeley informs us, that just before he visited Abuery, to endeavour at presesving the memory
of it, the mhabitants were fallen into the costom of demolishing the stones, chicfly out of covet-
ousueks of the little aren of ground coch stood on.

“ Firet they dug great pits in the earth and burned the stones : the expense of digging the grave
was more than thirty years' purchase of the spot they possessed when standing.  After this, they
found the knack of burning them, which bas made moat mizerable havoe of this famous temple,
One Tom Robinson, the Herostratus of Abury, is particulorly eminent for this kind of execution,
and he very much glories in it.  The method is; to dig a pit by the side of the stope till it falls
down ; then to burn mony loads of straw uonder it. They draw lines of water along it when heated,
and then, with smart strokes of a great sledge bammer, its prodigions bulk is divided ioto maoy
lesser puuris. Tut this afioe -rﬁ'fr' commaoily costs thirty shillings in fire and labour, sometimes
twice as much, They own, ton, "tis excessive hard work ; for these stones are often eighteen feet
long, thirteen broad, and six thick ; that their weight erushes the stones in pieces; which they lay
under them to make them lie hollow for hurn[ng; and for this purpusc l|:|i.'].' raige them with timbers
of twenty foot long and more, by the belp of twenty men, but often the timbers were rent in
pieces." —StukkLey's odbery, po 10,

At p. Ly, the saae author informa vs, © that in the year 1604, Walter Streteh, father of one of
the present inhabitants, found out the way of demolishing these stones by fire,  He exercised this
ut first on one of the stones standing in the street before the inn, belonging to the outward circle
of the seuthern temple,  That vne stone, comtalning twenty loads, built the dining-room end of the

K
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inn, Since then, Tom Robinson, another Herostratus of the place, made cruel havoe among them,
He owned to us, that two of them cest eight pounds in the exeention. Farmer Green ruined
many of the southern temple to build his houses and walls ot Beckhampton. Since then, many
others have occasionslly practised the sacrilegious method, and most of the houses, walls, and
outhouses of Abury town are ralged from these materials. Sir Hobert Holford resented this destrue-
tion of them, and Heuben Haorsall, parish clerk, had a due veneration for these sscred remains, and
sssisted me with the best intelligence he was able to give”

Of very late years § do not imagine the dilapidations of the Temple have been very great, as the
detached sarsen stones on the meadows and down are now broken for buildings, and for the use of
the roads.  As an antiquary, and justly Pmuli of the British antiquities which Wiltshire prsSesses,
in n degree far superior to that of any other couaty, may | be allowed to express a wish, that
what has hitherto escaped the wear of time and dilupidations of man, may still continue for many a
long revolving year to call ack the recollection of past thnes, and to excite the admiration of the
pregent, as well as of many a saeceeding generation ?

* Ne cuiquam glebam saxnmse impune movers
Ulli sit licitmm ] Parcurum surmgque severme
Poena instant ; siguis saerll seelas cdat in e,
Finitimi agricole, ot vieini attendite cuneti ]

Hie Furdus sacer eito M

Such is the inseription which every true lover of antiguity would wish to have had left within
the hallowed sanctuary of Abury; but now, alas! ench an admonition wonld be announced too
late, and prove Ellﬁrtl:,r fruitless,
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KNV BEOWLDRICH—DESCRIPTION OF PLATEE.

that much more than Stonchenge, which is no mean argument of its belng the work of the
Drruids.

4. We are led o this conclusion from the name. Me. Camden ealls them Holle-rich stones,
I¥r. Holland in his notes savs, in a book in the Exchequer, (perhaps he means Doomsday Book)
the town iu]jm.'i:ﬂt I:'-"i'ilt‘::rl: its namej 1% Rollendreich = 1 1t was wrote n:nﬁl}', I BL s it would
be Rholdewyy, which means the Druids’ wheel or circle.  Rhwyll likewise, in the British, is can-
celli 3 for these stones are set pretty near together, so a3 almost to become a continued wall, or
cancellus.  Further, the word Roilig, in the old Irish language, signifies a chareh ; then it imports
the Druids’ church, chancel, or temple, in the first acceptation of the word, We may call this
place the Gilgal of Britain, to speak in the oriental manner, o word equivalent to the Ceftic hof,
a wheel or circle, which gave nome to that fuwous camp or fortress where the host of Tsrael first
pitched their tents in the laud of Canaan, after they passed the river Jordan in a wmiraculous manner
dey-shod, as it is deseribed, in the sublimest munner, and equal to the dignity of the subject, in
Joshun iv.

5, We may justly infer that this is a temple of the Druids, from the measure it is built upon. In
a letter from Mr, Roger Gale to me, dated from Woreester, Aug, 19, 1719, having been to visit this
antiguity at my regquest, he tells me, the diameter of the circle is 35 yands,  So the Bishop of
London writes, © The distance at Stonchenge from the entrance of the area to the temple itself is 35
vards ;"' so the diameter of Stonchenge is 33 vards.  We suppose this is not measured with o
mathematical exactness ; but when we look into the comparative senle of English feet and cubits,
we discern G0 cubits of the Druids is the mensure sought for, The digmneter of the outward eirele
of Stoneherge and this cirele at Rowldrich are exnetly eiual,

The circle itsell is composed of stones, of various shapes and dimensions, set pretty near
togethier, o8 may beet be seen by the deawing, Table XV, They are flattish, about 16 inches thick.
Originally there secm to have been G0 in number ; at present there are 22 standing, few exceeding
4 foot in height, buet one in the very nocth point much higher than the rest, ¥ foot high, 31 broad.
There was an entrance to it from the north-east, as is the case at Stonehenge, Halph Sheldon, Esg,
dug in the middle of the vircle at Rowldrich, but found nothing.

G, Annther argument of its being a Dewid temple is taken from the barrows all around it,
according to the constant practice in these places. o the north-east is a great tumulus, or barrow,
of ulong form, which [ suppose to have been of an Avch-druid.  Belween it and our temple isa
huage stone standing upright, called the King Stone; the stone § foot high, § broad; bat the bar-
raw has bad much dug away from it. It i= now about 60 feet in length, 20 in breadth, fAaitish
at top.

1 know not whether there were more stones standing originally about this barrew, or that this
belonged to some part of the admivistration of religious offices in the temple, ss o single stone,

In the same place may be seen another barrow, but circular, below the road to the left hand, we
the side of the hill.  Under it is a spring-head, running eastward to Long-Compton.  This barrow
has had stone-work at the enst end of it.  Upon this game heath eastword, in the way to Ban-
bury, are many burrows of different shapes, within sight of Rowldrich ; particularly near a place
called Chapel: on the heath, is a lorge, flat, and cirewlar famides ditched about, with a small stump
in the eentre.  This is what 1 call a Druid'z barrow ; many such near Stonehenge, some whereol
Vopened ; o small circular barrow o litde way off it.  There are on this heath; too, many cireular,
dish-like cavities, as near Stonchenge ; we may call them barmows inverted.



ROWLDRICH—DESCRIPTION OF IPLATES. NXXVI

Not far from the Druids’ barrow I saw a square work, such as [ eall Druids” courts or houses.
Such near Stonchenge and g'ln.i}ur_nru Itia plul:l: of TOD cubits BYUALE, double ditched. 'The corth
of the ditches is thrown Inward between the ditches, so as to raise a terrace, going quite round,
The ditches are too inconsiderable to be made for defence.  Within gre seemingly remains of stone
walls. It s within wight of the temple, and hos a fine prospect all around, being seated on the
highest part of the ridge. A little farther is o small round barrow, with stone work at the east end,
like that before spoken of near Rowldrich ; a dey-stone wall or fence running guite over it, acroes
the beath,

Heturn we nearer to the temple, and we see, 30 paces directly east from it, in the same field, a
remarkable monument much taken notice of ¢ it i= what the ofd Britons call a kist-vaen, or stone
chest ; | mean the Welsh, the descendants of those invaders from the continent, Belge, Gauls, and
Cimbriang, who drove away the aberiginal inhabitants, that made the works we are now treating
of, still northward. Henee they pave them those names from appearances; as Rowldrich, the
wheel or cirele of the Druaids ; as Stonehenge, they ealled choir geanr, the Ei,:mh' dance § pa our
Saxen ancestors enlled it Stonchenge, the fanging stones, or sfone galforws: every succession of
inhabitants being still further removed from a true notion and knowledge of the things.

Our Kist-vaen is represented in plates XVEL and XVILL One shews the foreside, the other the
backside ; s0 that there needs but little deseription of it. It is composed of six stones, one
broader for the back part, two arcd two narrower for the sides, set aquare to the former ; and above
all, as a cover, a still larger.  The opening s full west to the tewple, or Rowldrich. It stands
on & vound fumnles, and bhas o fine progpect south-westward down the valley, where the head of
the river Erenlofe runs, 1 persuade mysell this was merely monumental, erected over the grave
of some great person there buried, most probably the king of the country, when this temple was
built.  Awnd if there was any use of the building, it might possibly be some way accommodated to
some anmiversary commemoration of the deceased, by feasts, games, exercises, or the like, as we
read in the classic poets, who deseribe custome ancienter than their own times,  Plate XVIIL
represents another Kist-vaen in Clatford bottom near this place.

Near the Arch-druid's baceow, by that ealled the Kingstone, is a square plat, ablong formed on
the turf,  Hither, on a certain day of the year, the young men and maidens costomarily meet, and
make meery with cakes and ale,  And this seems to be the remaing of the very ancient festival
here celebrated in memory of the interred, for whom the long barrow and temple were made.  This
was the sepulchre of the Arch-druid founder. At Euston, a little way off, between Neal Euston
and Fulwell, by the side of a bank or tumulus, stands a great stone, with other emaller. [t is Lalf
a mile south-west of Euston church. A famous barrosw at Lincham, by the banks of the Evenlode.

7. Me. Camden writes further coneerning onr antiguity, that the * country people have a fond
tradition that they were once men, turned into stones.  The highest of all, which lies out of the
ring, they eall the Kimg. Five larger stoneg, which ore at some distance from the cirele, set close
together, they pretend were kuoights; the ring were common soldiers.”  This story the country
people, for some miles round, are very fond of, and take it very ill if any one doubts of it; nay,
he is in danger of being stoned for his unhelief. ‘They have likewise thymes and sayings re-
Isting thereto, Such-like reports are to be met with in other ke works of our Druid temples.
They savour of the most ancient and heroic times.  Like Perseus, turning men into stones; like
Cadmus, producing men from serpents’ teeth; like Ducalion, by throwing stones over his head,
and such like.
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8, We may very reasonably affirm, that this temple was built here, on account of this long bar-
row ; and very eften in anclent times temples owed their foundation to sepuleliees, as well as now,
Clenrens Alexandrinus and Eusebius both allow it; and it is largely treated of In Schedivs and
other authors. It is a common thing ameong these works of our Droide, and an argument that
this is a work of theire. I shall only make two chservations therefrom. L That it proceeded
fromn 4 strong notion in antiquity of a future state, and that in respect of their bodies as well as
souls 3 for the temples arc thought prophylactie, and bave a power of protecting and presecving
the remains of the dead, 2. That it was the cceasion of conseerating and idolizing of dead heroes,
the fiest species of idolatry ; for they by degrees advanced them into those deities of which these
figures were symbols,

Thus we pronounce Howldrich a Druld temple, from a concurrence of all the appearances ta be
e;pe:tﬁ] in the case ; from its round form, sitoation on ]'.Ligh gmum!, near springs, on an extended
heath ; frem the stones taken from the surface of the ground, from the pame, from the measure
it iz built on, from the wear of the weather, from the barrows of variovs kinds about it, from
ancient reports, from its apparent conformily to those patriarchial temples mentioned in Seripture.
This is the demonstration to be expected in such antiguities ; wor shall I spend time in examining
the notion of its belonging to Holle the Dane, and the Jike, Mr. Camden had too much judgment
to mention it, It iz confuted in the annotations to Brifewnis, and in Selden’s notes on Drayton’s
Poly-Allion, page 224, And Jet this suffice for what I can say upon this curious and ancient mo-
nument ; the first kind and most common of the Druid temples, a plain circle, of which there are
innumerable all over the Britannic isles, being the original form of all tewples till the Mosaic
tabernacle,
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Ax most, if not all, the barrows which we know of (a few small carmneddas excepted}, are formed
of carth, vou will, Uit VoL EI[.TPI‘I'.‘I:I-L']] to ilis, boe sur Prisr_‘d Lo fiened 0t 0 p_q.'rnmid of stone, L'I:III:Ii_JﬂI:LI.
of pebble or cogle stones, such as are commonly used in paving.  The labour of collecting such
a prodigious wass of materals, although they bad Jain near the spot, would have Been a work al-
most inconceivably great,  But what conceptions must we have of the expense of labour, of time,
and of the pumber of hands, wecessary to such » work, when we understand  that these stones
st have been browght hither not less thon twelve or fourteen miles from the sea-coust, at the
mouth of the Boyne! Such materisls le there; but T am assured by gentlemen who koow the
country where this monument is erected, that there are vo gueh stones as it is composed of to be
found within land. When | add to all this, that, wpon a caleulation raised from the most moderate
state of its measurcments, the solid contents of this stupendous pile amount to ooe hundeed and
cighty-nine thousand tons” weight of stone, your astopishment must, [ think, be raised to the
highest pitch.

Before T proceed to give a more full and particular deseription hereof, it may not be improper to
take notice of such accovnts as have already been given of this monument.  That by M. Edward
L]]W'_I,'[I is coneeived in too g-unl:rul termns ;3 and that given l::,r D, Thomas Molineux, first l:uhllihcd
in the Philosophical Transactions, No. B35 and 336, amd alterwards in bis discourse on Danish
Forts in Ireland, annexed to the Natural History of Treland, and cepied into the late editions of
Ware's History, was composed from a parrative and drawing given by Dr. Samueel Molinenx, a
voung gentleman of the college of Dabl, The measurements are not exacty his observations
upon pacticular parts are hosty, inattentive, and not just; awd the drawings are mere deformities,
mwade oot at random.  The aceount, therelore, which the Doctor gives, is of that kind which one
:|11ig|:ll. pxpect from such i.mlll:rfl::.'t iatecials,  Me le]ght says he was on the spot and i the cive,
as it is called, and wade some drawings of the cells in ity yver the aceount which he gives in his
Louthiana is but short, and liftle more than a transcript from D, Molineox ; which is the more to
be regretied, as he has an eye of precision, is an excellent deanghtsman, and has been very accurate
and distinet in all the other sccounts which he has hitherto pullislwed,

Besides the more general cbservations and measurements which 1 made an the spot, and the
sketches which 1 took of the wholey and of its parts, 1 engaged Dr. Norris to employ a person to
make a particelar measurement of the base and altitude of the P'yramid; and to measure the E:dl.er!,r
and cave it formed. This wos done by Mr, Sumuct Bouie, o land-surveyor of this part of the
country. I have every reason to confide fn his actual measurements, thowgh I have some reazon to
dosbt of his projection of the altitude,  ‘The form, indeed, of the ground on which this Pyramid
stands, makes that 1wuje-:lir.m a malivr of =ome di.l'i'm—ul_t!,r_ Dr. Molineux, who agrees nearly with
Mr. Bouie in the actual measurements, which | find to correspond with my own notes, says, that
the altitude is 150 feet, while Mr. Bouie makes it but 42, Neither of these accounts can be right.
But Mr. Boule, in my opivion, approaches nearest to the truth; for, from a projection mude upon a
medinm of the measurements given by Die, Molineux, and those ot diferent thoes received from
Mr. Bowie, I make the altitude to be about 56 feet from the horizgontal line of the floor from the
cave; to which adding the segments of the curve of the ground on which it stands, being about 14
feet more, I make the altitude of the whole about 50 feet. This projection forms a figure of the
same contour as the dravght which 1 sheteled on the spob gives; and as my eve, from a babit
acguiced of drawing from poture, will judge of outlines and angles with an acenracy nearly
approaching to measurement, I find myself from this concurrence the rather more confirmed in
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my opinion, How Dr Molineux could be led Into the mistake that the altitude was 130 fect |
cannot conceive.  For if this monument, which is at present but a rein of what it was, could be
supposed ever to have been a perfect pyramid, it could not be much above 1D feet, as any one,
continuing the lines of the sides to their intersections, will see.  But even that supposition cannot
take place; ag Dr. Molineax mentions the circumference of the top nearly in the sane numbers as
Mr. Bouie makes it ; and that the top so described by him was the perfect finishing of this monu-
ment i& plam, as he mentions that ene of the large columnal nnhewn stones was set upon it.

In Plate 18, the figure B gives the plan of the base druwn according o Mr, Bouie's stations in
measuring it but you must understand, that the periphery of the real figure is curvilinear, not
rectilinear.  This base covers about two acres of ground, € i3 the plan of the cave and of the
gallery lending to it, as it bears 24° N, W.; 1) i3 the section of the pyramid, and of the ground on
which it stands, projected from a medium of the various numbers 1 have reecived.  The whole is
Baid down by a scale of B4 feet to an inch.

Thiz pyramid was enciccled at the base with a number of enormous unhewn stones, set upright,
of which ten were remaining when 1 was on the spot.  “These you will see marked in the plan,
Nine of them are still in their erect posture, the tenth is thrown down, 1| mensured many of these
stones, and found them from seven to nine fect high nbove ground ; that which is thrown dow,
and les :lult.l: out of the gmun-:]', meastired tear eleven feel.  Their formue are various and susmalous.
Upon a reugh estimate, they may be supposed to weigh from eight to twelve tons each.  Mr.
Lhwyd eays, there was a stone of considerable bulk erected on the summit of this pyramid, of the
same apomalous form as the others, but of less sipe.  But there were no rempins of such a stone
when [ was there,  Many such stones as these are found on the sea-coast, as D, Norrls, in order
to o particalar inguiry made by me, informs me; and these must eertainly have been brought
from thence.

The prramid, in its present state, is, as | said, but n roin of what it was, It has long served as
a stone (uarry to the countey round-about.  All the roads in the neighboGrhood are paved with its
stones ; immense quantities bave been taken away,  DMr, Lhbwyd meations the particular instance
which gave cceasion to the discovery of the gallery that leads to the cemetery.  The mouth of this
gallery, under the perfect state of the monument, lay coneealed and shat up near 40 feet within the
body of the pile. The dotted line a, by in the scetion D, Plate 19, gives the supposed perfect side.
The triangle o, b, ¢, is the hollow space from whenee, as from o stone guarry, the stones have been
taken ; by marks the moutl of the galleey. This gullery 1s formed by large flag-stones.  Those
which compose its sides are set on edge, and are of different aliitudes, from two to seven feet high,
and of various breadths, from two to three feet, six inches, as may be seen in the plan, Plate 20,
The thickness of each could not be taken with any eertainty ; but some of the large ones which
form the cemetery are from one foot and a half to two feet thick,

Figure 1 ond 2 in Plate 20, which lies across, and forms part of the top or rool of the gallery, is
thirteen feet long, and five feet broad ; another at L is eleven feet long, and four feet, six inches
brosud.

This gallery at the mouth is three feet wide, and two feet high, At thirteen fect from the mouth
it is only two feet, two inches wide ot the bottom, and of an indeterminate width and height. Four
of the side stones, beginning from the fifth to the right hand, or enstern side, stand now leaning
over to the opposite side; so that bere the passage iz scarcely permeable.  We made our way by
ereeping on our bands and knees till we came to this part.  Here we were foreed to turn upon our

G
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sides, and edge ourselves on with ome elbow and one foot.  After we had passed this steait, we
were enabled to stand ; and, by degrees, as we advanced farther, we could walk upright, as the
height above us inercased from six te nine fect. At H in the section Figure 2, Dlate 20, I
olservedd, that on one of the side stones were the traces of a spirad line; but whether meant for
any emblem, or whether having any reference to this building, I leave to the curious ta decide.
Were | to indulge my own conjecture, 1 should rather suppose, that this stone, as well as some
others in the compilation of this structure, had formerly belonged to some other monument of a
much more ancient date, and that they were brought from the sea-coast indiscriminately with the
rest of the materials, and without knowledge of their contents, as well as without reference to the
place they were here fixed in, being placed just as the shape of the stone suited the pluce assigned
it. The distance frem A to B in the ground-plot, Plate 20, Figure 3, is 42 feet ; from B to C is
10 feet, 4 inches ; from C to D, 19 feet, 2 inches ; from E to F, 21 feet.  You will obeerve from
the plan, that although the cemetery is an irregular polygon, yet it is such an octagon as might be
supposed to be formed with such rough materials into so rude a style of architecture.  The dome
of this cave or cemetery gprings at various unequal belghts, from eight to nine and ten fect on
different sides, forming at first o coving of cight sides. At the height of fiftcen or sixteen feet,
the north and south sides of this coving run to o point like a gore, and the coving continues its
spring with six sides ; the east gide coming to a point next, it is reduced to five sides, the west
next ; and the dome ends and closes with four sides ; not tied with o key stone, but eapped with a
flat flng-stone of three feet, ten inches, by three feet, five.  The construction of this dome is not
foried hjl' ]il_'];'aiulll:u, whase sides are the radii of a cirele, or of an ﬁmpaia cuuvr:rgiug to n centre,
It is combined with great long fat stones, each of the upper stoncs projecting a little beyond the
end of that immediately beneath it; the part projecting, and weight supported by it, bearing so
small a proportion to the weight which presses down the part supported, the greater the general
weight is which is laid upon such a cove, the firmer it 1s compacted inall its parts, "This will
appear without any further explanation, from a bare inspection of Figure 1 pod 2 in Plate 20,

The eight sides of this polygon are thus formed :  The aperture which forms the entrance, and
the three niches, or tabernacles, make four sides, and the four imposts the other four, Upon the
whole, this cemetery is an octagon with & dome of about 20 feet in height, and of an area which
may be circumseribed within a circle of seventeen fect, or seventeen feet and a half. Figure 1,
Plate 21, gives a view of the tabernacle opposite to the entrance, as Figure ] and 2, Plate 20, do of
the two side ones. I will begin wy deseription with that on the east, or right hand ; each side of
this eansists of two stones standing erect, in the position and of the dimensions, as marked in the
plan, Figure 3, Plate X0 ; the back is formed by o large flat stone laid edgewaye at its length ; its
F:u:uiﬁun and dimensions are also marked in the same [.:th. The whole 15 covered with one large
flat stone, sloping towards the back, and thus forms what, in the language of the old DBritish
inhabitants, is called a Kistvadn, ‘The northern tabernacle is constructed exactly as the castern
one.  The other on the western, or left hand side differs, each side of it being composed but of one
single stone, 08 way be scen in the plan. Where the back stone does not reach guite op to the
top covering stone, there the space 15 cumplq_-l,u:ﬂ_ hJ.r u kind of InASOOry of theee courses,  The nor-
thern tabernacle hath for its Qoor a long flat stone, six feet, eight inches long, by four feet, eleven
inches broad. The two side niches have no other floor but the natural ground. They have each
of them, howerer, a rock bason placed within them. That in the left hand niche stands on the
natural grouad, That upoen the right is placed upon a kind of base. It appeared to me, when I
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made my sketch, rather convex than as it is deseribed by others, and as given to me by Mr,
Bouie, But herein 1 may have been misled by the earth which lay about it.  As this bason seems
to have the sides of its coneave fluted, I desired particularly that the surveyor might clean it and
wash it ; that, if there was any thing singular, it might be observed. Nothing particular was found
there ; so take the draught just as I first sketched it.  The bason on the right hand, as the sur-
veyor gives me the measure, is four feet, nine inches, by three feet, five. The surveyor's measure
of the base is six feet, by five feet, four inches. The bason in the left hand tabernacle is exactly
of the same form os the other; its dimensions four feet, four inches, by three feet, seven. In the
narrow point of its oval it is two feet broad.  Dr. Molineux, in his account of this cemetery, says,
that there was a rock bason in each niche ; and, as that stone which I have deseribed as a base, s
a coneave, forming a bason like the rest, it may, st the first view, seem to give some foundation for
this account. But Mr, Lhwyd says expressly, * that in each cell or apartment on the right and
lelt hand was a brosd shallow bazon of stone ; the bason on the right hand stoed within ancther ;
that on the left hand was single; and in the apartment straight forward there was noue at all.”
As this account was prior to the Doctor's, and as both the drawing end plan from which the
Doctor wrote, deseribe this base stone (which one might suppose to be the third bason) as netually
then standing ns o base to the right hond bason, it is clear that the Doctor was mistaken; and,
indeed, a bare view of the inaccurate plan from which he wrote his degeription, shews how that
mistake arose,  He was informed of the basons in the side niches, and had a deformed draught of
the right hand one.  In pursuing his description from inspection of the plan, it is plain that he
mistook the plan of the floor stone of the northern niche for thut of 2 bason like that before described;
and by looking on that plan, one sees how casily he might so do. 1 have emploved o more parti-
cular precision in deseribing the pecaliar differences in the three several piches or Ristvacns,

Before I close this deseription, [ would just abserve, that there zre on some of the stoves which
form the sides and backs of the Kistvaéns, lines cut in a spiral form. In the front edge of one of
the stones which form the top of the Kistvaéns, there appear some lines forming a kind of trellis-
work, in emall lozenges, such as are not unfrequently seen on Danish monuments and crosses,—
Archeol. 8. A. Lond, Vol. 1L pp. 254, &e.

The inseriptions which Mr. Pownal found in the eave, in consequence of the old

languages of Lreland being unknown to him, appearing to me not to be depended upon,
I have inserted in Liew of them the following very securate deseription of them given by
Col. YVallencey.,  Engravings of them, numbered from 1 to 7, will be found in Plate 19.

INSCRIPTIONS AT NEW GRANGE.

The most ancient inscriptions now remaining in lreland, are undoubtedly those found in
the tumulus or mount of New Grange, near Drogheda, in the county of Meath, This curious
remnant of antiquity, which appears to have been a gepulchre and temple, we shall defer giving a
particular description of, until we treat fully on the temples and sepulchral monuments of the
ancient Irish, in o subsequent number of this collectanen, confining ourselves here to the explana-
tion of the several inscriptions found in the cave or dome situated in the centre of the mount,

No. 1,
The iuu!rlplluu contained In Wo. ], congists of a spiral line on one of the upr'l.ghl: =Eones Col-
posing the right side of the gallery, and represents the Supreme Being, or Active Principle,
a2
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No, 2

Ts found on another stone on the same side of the gallery, and is written in the symbolic and
ancient Ogham Croabh characters, The three symbols represent the Supreme Heing or First
Cavse ; but, being repeated three times, shew them to signify the Great Eternal Spirit. The
Orgham is evidently written in the Ciom fa eite, from the right to the left, and from the left wo the
right, {Beerudain), siguilying Ae, thut is, to the He, for é in old Irish and Celtie signifies He, or
the masculine gender, whenece this inseription iz, To Him who is the Universal Spirit.

No, 3

Is found on the front of the covering-stone of the east tabernacle, and is written in symbolic
characters, signifying The House of God. It is remarkable, that all the ancient altars found in
Ireland, and now distinguished by the name of Cromleshs, or sloping stunes, were originally
called Botal, or The House of God ; and they seem to be of the same species as those mentioned in
the book of Genesis, called by the Hebrews Bethel, which has the same signifieation as the Irish
Bothal, The tabernacles in the mount of New Grange have an exact couformity to the Cromleahs
found in different parts of the kingdom.

No. 4

Iz found on the south side of the east tabernacle, written in the Ogham and symbolic characters,
The symbol is that representing the earth and universal nature, and with the Ogham, which is
written from the left to the right, makes a mor dn Ops, that is, To the Great Mother Ops, or to the
Great Mother Nature.

No. b
Is fonud on the front stone of the north tabernacle, and represents chance, fate, or providence,
No. &

15 found on the north stone of the west tabernacle, written in the Ogham Bebeloth, ond Ogham
Croub characters, from the right to the left § the first character being an Ogham (E, the second a
Bobeloth M, and the others in the Ogham Croabh are G, U, H, moking Oeuguh Oenguth, that is,
The Sepulchire of the Hero.

No. 7

Is found on a stone on the left of the gallery, is written in the Ogham, from right to left, ter-
wminating in the Ciom fa eite, being after, daim, sine, that is, men, oxen, swine; probably speci-
fying the several species of vietims saerificed at this temple in honour of universal nature, pro-
videnee, and the manes of the hero interred within, and to whomn the three tabernacles appear to
have been dedicated, and which were the principal cbjects of worship amongst all the Celtic
trilses,

At what time this tomulus was erected canuot be aseertained = it probably was not long before
the prt of wrting became universal in the island; as all the diferent species are contained in the
inscription, if it was not erccted by the founder of the convention of Taragh himself, a8 a temple
and gepulchre for bis fwily, towards the close of the second century. It was, however, constantly
distinguished by the name of Oengufl or Qengus, viz.,, The Tomb of the Chiefs or Heroes, by the
body of the people ; and we find it mentioned in the Chronicon Scotorum, with the grove which
surrounded it, by the name of Fiodh Adengewen, or the Grove of Aongus, or rather, the Grove of the
Sepulchre of the Heroes 3 though several persons have imagined that a chicf of the nome of Aongus
or Uengus was interred there.—VaLrexcey, Col, Heb, Hil, Vol 1L p, 211
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FIRE TOWERS OF 5COTLAND=—DESCRIPTION OF PLATES. xlhvii

Seotch anms.  Parallel with the crucifix are two plain stones, which do not appear to have had
any thing upon them. Here is not the least trace of a door in these arches, nor any where else,
exeept that in the church, which faces the north, as in the Abernethy Tower.

Here, it 1 mistake not, is 2 complete blow-up of the fire towers. They are certainly
not belfreys ; and the fire-tower scheme being gone, I have not heard any thing suggested
having the slightest degree of probability.  In Scotland and Ireland they are evidently
all of the same nature, and for the same purpose.  As these towers are generally known
by the name of fire-towers, [ have thought it expedient to continue it.




{ xlviii )

ROUND TOWER OF DONOUGHMORE.

DoxocMork 15 a small village near Navan, where St Patrick founded an Abbey named Biletor-
tain, over which he placed St. Justin, It was after called Domnach-tortain, and now Donough-
wore.  The church is at present ruinous, but one end of it is remaining.  The round tower, Plate
23, is similar to others : the door is o the east, and six feet from the ground : orer @ are scedp-
fieres of car Suvieer on the erass, It is on an eminence, not far from the road leading from Navan
to Slane,

This view, which represents the south-west aspect, was drawn by Lieut, Dan. Grose, An, 1702,
Guose's Anf, of Ireland, Vol, 1L p. 10,
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CELTS.

[ P e

Ix the ancient tumuli which have been opened by inquisitive philosophers, numbers
of instruments have been found which they have ealled Celts,  Sometimes they are
made of a mixture of copper and tin, at other times of dint.  Those of flint are sup-
posed to have been buried before metals were known, of course before this tin-working
nation dived into the bowels of the carth.  Heads of arrows and of spears are found, also
of flint.  Along with these are oceasionally found beads and trinkets of glass and amber,
cut into different shapes, in forms wlhich could never be produced by instruments made
of flint. 1t these flint instruments were made before the discovery of the metals, they go
back long previous to the time of Meses or Jod: Dut i these countrics were inhabited
either by a colony from Sidon, er by a swarm from the great Asiatie hive, they would in
that case have Deen acoquainted with the art of metallurgy, The Celts in Plate 27, trom
the place for the shaft, are evidently unfit for war, or for instruments for entting either
wood or stone. 15 T wished to swell my work, T could easily 1l & volume with the
speculations and reasonings of ingenious men respeeting them,  But all the segrmestions
are totally void of the least probability except one, and that is, that they were used as
amulets or talismans, and, from a motive of superstition, were buricd along with their
owners, This seems to me to receive additionsa] strength from a discovery of some of
them in the ruins of Herculaneum ; for we may be very certain that the engravers of
gems wanted no stone or brass celts, as workmen’s tools,

It the flint celts and arrow-heads are allowed to have been for warlike purposes, |
think they must be dated before the working of the tin mines, where plenty ol copper
must have been obtained.  Rich people, such as those buried under the large tnnuli,
would never use flint when they eould et hrass,

They are now often found in Roman encampmoents in Britiin, Perhaps my resder
may think I dismiss these matters too bricfly, but 1 really luve nothing new to suggest,
and I see no use in retailing plans of my predecessors in order to refute them, when in
fact they want no refuting, but refute themselves,  Iowever, a fow observations by
I}r. Borlase 1 shall subjoin®  The Celts in Plate 27 are copied fromm Borlase’s History
of Cornwall,

My reader will observe that these celts have a ki of ring or eve at the side of them:

on this Dr, Borlase, p. 257, observes,

* Sce Dugoack; Areheologie, Yol IL po 127 Lepwicn, Aot pp. 403, 134
u 2



It CELTE—DESCRIPTION OF PLATES.

The greatest difficulty is, what this Ring or Eye (Fig. L 11 1V, aud VL) should be designed for.
That it should be intended to fasten on the arming to the baft, is an end that it would by no means
apswer, 28 is evident, it being placed below the edge of the socket in No, L and I1., whereas, in or-
der to fasten it to the bandle, it should be placed above, and then {(without another to answer it on
the ather side) aecording to all the rules of mechanicks, ite power conld secure but half the in-
strunent 1 * besides, if we observe the ving in No. 11 it is too slight and wesk to fix a bandage,
or wire, for o beael of such weight and size. Upon diligent consideration, therefore, the ring
could never be desigoed for this use.  Let us see, in the next place, whether even this part wiay
not be reconeiled to the arts of war,

It iz not wolikely that this ring, though it might possibly be of nse to fix the labarum, the
earlands of victory, or the bunch of ribbons (for all these we find placed at the spear’s fead,
and therefore the Roman spear must lave been properly prepared to receive them), yet served, more
especially mmong the less cultivated nations, to fix 2 line to, by means of which the soldier earried
this javelin more commodiously on his march by elinging it on his shoulder, and might throw it
with more foree in time of action, or by means of the fastened line recover it to him again after he
Lad assailed bis adversary.  For all these purposes this ring is equally convenient,  Dut, if these
instruments were designed for war, it may seem strange 1o some that they should be made of brass,
when they would be so much more proper for all warlike uses il they had been made of iron.  In
angwer 1o which 1 may observe, that in ancient times they had neither such plenty nor choice of
mietals o8 we have ot present.  The most anelent weapons were armed neither with brass nor iron.

The Sormations, + the Germans, § and the Huns, § for want of metals, [:r.r'mli:ul the dart with
bone, The Gauls had heads of ivory, and some of stone for their arrows they had also what are
called stone hatchets, as appears by what have been found  in their sepulehres, | and the Britons, ns
1% observed befure, bad fint hends for Lheir pears and ATrOWH, if they had not hatchets alee of the
same substance.®  This was the most ancient way of making and arming their weapons, in the
western parts; but copper being found in many places, and very early among the Orientals, the
way of tempering, hardening, and colouring it with tin, lead, or lupis eelaminaris, soon followed,
and was probably as ancicut as the invention of swords, which, by learned men, is supposcd coeval
with war; with this metal it was soon found mueh easier to hend their epears and arrows, than to
grind o stone into the necessary offensive formn; wherever, therclore, they had a sufficient quoantity
of brass, they threw aside the more operose preparation of stone heads for these warlike weapons,
and armed them with brags, But iron was not found out till 183 years before the war of Troy, if
we may believe the Arundelian Marbles, and this nay be the reason that beass WENpons are so
often mentioned in Homer, the ancients working in brass much more carly than in iron, according
to Hesiod.**

And Lueretiug, Lib. v.,

Sed privs JEns erat quam Perrl cognitus wus,

And when fron became known, and its superior handness acknowledzed, it was scarce. The

* Dr, Richardion’s conjectirre, therefore, (Lelend, Vol 1 p, 142,) though ingenious, nnd his barsdage neatly designed,
cannut be tree,

t Paveawtas, Avricis, Lib, & p. 37, 4 Tacives, e M, 7, & Amw, Mane, Lib, xxxi,

Il Moxtr. Tame v, p. 195, 9 Pror, Steferdebive, p. 306 Sigsann, fid ; Drepace’s #omrickebive, p. 1081,

e Yer, 142
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Sarmatians (2 very extensive nation) had no iron o all their eountey.®  The Germans had none
in Tawitus's tine; and in Brtain fron was very searce, as Caesar says,t and found only near the
sea-consty atnd that in g0 small a qoastity, and so precious, that their money wis sometimes made
of that metal. Thus it appears, that the use of iron came loter into the western part of Europe
so Lt it 15 no wooder that m:itl]ﬂ}' Llicie WOApULES WeTe made of beass, Fwven among the Romans,
their arms were of brass:
arutam geadicns Tarpeia seenrim,  AFw. xi. G36.
Forutieque et peliae, micat weens ensis.  f oli, 743

Their arrows also were tipped with brass, as appears by so great a number of them found at one
time, 09 losuled ecveral bonts. §

The spears of the Lusitanians, savs Stiabo, were pointed with brass 3 and, to come nearer home,
the Cimbrians and Gauls bad brass for their weapons;§ the Danes made their short swords, arrow-
pointg, spurs, and koives, of brass ;|| and lastly the Britons hd the same metal, and for the sone use,
as appears by part of a swond found in Mén in Sennan, by the brass found in Trelowarren Barrow,
by those published by D, Plot, (Staff. p. 386,) and by the spear-heads, axes for wor, and swornds
of eopper, wrapt up in linen before mentioned, found at St Michael™s Mount in this county, as well as
by the several places in Hritain before mentioned which hove vielded a fruitful harvest of such-like
WA PR0IE,

Beeides the searcencss of irom, there s another peason which the ancients had for 1t1.:|k'|ng their
weapons of brass, which is, that iron is not so casily worked up, cast, repaired {I mean recast)
and polished; nor lndecd, after all, of so rich or lasting o colowr 28 brass.  Montfaucon, therefore,
rightly observes, I::tlmug'h he assigns not the reason,) that after the vuee of iron was found out, the
ancients continued the use of brass in making their weapons, and other things, for which at pre-
gcnt we use only fron.  In ehort, all the fragments of brass were serviceable, and easily to be
remelted, and cast anew.  And that the Dritons pul i practice this picce of gomd husbamdey, is
pl;fm, from what was discovered at Fitfield; ** a great {|'|:|:u'|l.'ll}' of these metruments, some entire,
some broke, with fragments of the same metal, bat to what particolar utensils they belonged,
uncertain. ‘These, with the guantity of unwrought metal found with them, are undoubted evidences
of a furnace being here for easting sach implements of war, aml that here lived and worked an
artist, whose profession was that of o founder or caster of bross; and T cannot bat observe, that
spear-heads being found amongst the rest of these materials must moke us conclude that the work-
man who made the heads of spears pointed;, made the edged ones toe called celts, javelins of all
kindg, amd arrows—their vee, intent, and substanee being o much alike, that ke who made the
one, could not be ignerant of, or unpractised in making the other. This is therefore an equal proof
of the Britons using brass weapons, and of the instraments found there being wespons of war.
There i3 another circumstance worth notice, in what has been mentioned before, which is, that some
celts, found in o stone-quarry in Yorkshire, had coses expetly fitted to them,  Why inclosed in
Cages?  Why, doubtless, for the same reason as those found at St. Michael's Mount were wrapt
up in linen, to preserve the keenness of the -|:rJE~E*r and | must own it scems to me, that chisels for
working stone needed not to have been so cautiously sheatbed; but rother, that the intention of
the owner wos, that by this means the edges of so teder a metal might be better kept for excea-
tion against the day of battle,

* Parsax, uf supra, + “Im maritimis feram, €0 ejns exigua est capia,™ g 2,

* MosTraioes, e iv g 55 § Canpex, 1 Woenars, Aos, Daea, pp. 43, 40,
0 As aestienesd Tofore, i derfae, i, 4,
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HURLERS,

[~ the Parish of St. Clare, mn Cornwall, are three cireles of stones calledt he
Hurlers, of which Dr, Borlase (Plate 28, page 198) has given the following descrip-
tion. To his theories the reader will give what credit he thinks proper.

Some circles are near one the other; and their ecntres in a line, to siguily, perhaps, that they
were intended for, and directed to, oneuse., O this Kind is the monument called the Hurlecs, in
the Parishof St. Clare, Cornwall; the 2tones of which, by the vulgar, are supposed to have been once
Men, amd thus transformed, 2z a punishment for their hurling,® wpon the Lopd's-day.  This
wonument consisted of three eireles, feom which many stones gre now coareied off; what remain,
awnd their distances, may be seen in Plate 28, Again, some of these cireles include aod in-
tersect ote the other, as in the curious cluster of circles st Botallek (Plate 299, in the sceming
confusion of which, I canpnt but think, that there was some mystical meaning, or at least distinet
alltmient o Pﬂ.rﬁ:u]:u uses,  Some of these might be I:'I!I!IP[I'I-}'P[I for the sacrifice, and to prepare,
killy examine, md burn the victim ; others allotted to praver, others to the feasting of the pricste,
others for the station of those who devoted the victims: whilst one Druid was preparing the victim
m one place, another was adoring in anether, and deseribing the limits of his temple s o thind was
going his round at the extremity of another elrcle of stones; and, likely, many Druids were to
follow one the other in these mysterious rounds; others were busy in the rites of augury, that =o
all the rites, ench in ity proper place, might proceed ot one and the samie time, aod under the
inspection of the high-priests; who, by comparing and obscrving the indicotions of the whole,
might judze of the will of the Gods with the greater ceetainty 3 lastly, that these cireles intersceted
each othee in w0 remarkable a manoer, a8 we fod them in this monument, mizht be to inthmate,
that cach of these holy rites, though exercised in different circles, and their own proper compart-
ments, were hut so many rings, or links, of one and the same chain 3 and that there was a con-
stont dependence and connexion betwixt socrifice, prayer, boly feasting, and all the several
pacts of their worship, It is farther to be noted, that near wost of these Circular monuments
we find detached stones, as partieularly on the gouth-west side of these circles, at A and B,
which are placed so orderly, that there can be no doult of their bhaving had sonwe share allotted
them of the superstitions rites. At these stones, probably, the high-priest had hia officers to keep
sillence, and the ﬂ:l'ﬁriati.ng pricsts their assistants to prompt them, Jest any material words might.
be left out, or what were disorderly inzerted ; for the ancients were serupulowsly nice in every thing
aid or done, upon such solemn oceasions, and were not only allowed their prompter,t but asecond

* Hurling is playing with a ball, and endeavouring to get nt the goal with it before one's antagonist; an ancient
trial of strength and swiftness among the Cornith,  Sec the Nav, Hisr, of Cornald, first wlition, p. 300,

t Pris, Lib, xxviii, cap. i
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( lvi)

CLASSERNISS, ISLE OF LEWIS, SCOTLAND.

T

Twue accounts of this temple ury :'(:lr|:4i.||::r.|l|ll"'.'; amel as it is n some respects of
a sincular pature T oshall give three different aceonnts,  The following s that of
Pr. Borrase.

CLASSERNIGS.

Tue temple at Classerniss is the most regular temple of this kind that I fave snet with;
and therefore 1 have inserted the plan of it o this work.® It 1s in the Isle of Lewis, near
Classernizs, and called a heathen temple.t It consistz of an avenwe which bus nineteen
stones on each side, from F to B, and one at F; this leads you to 2 civele of twelve stones,
with one in the centre A: from the circumference of which eirele, amd in a line with the centre,
run a line of four stones to B, four to 1), and four to €. “1 inguired (says Mr. Martin} of the
Tndmbitants what teadition tlu::,' Tzl Eﬂ-ﬂl’.‘EI‘l‘ti]‘.lE’ these stonesy aod tlu::.' tald me, 1t was a I:Inn:
appointed for worship in the time of beathenisin: and that the chief Druid stood near the big stone
in the centre, from whenee he addressed himsell to the people that surrounded bim”+ Ove obser-
vation occurs to me relating to this eurions mopument which is, that the number of stones in the
avenue s 38, and the arcle ]3, i all ."li", and the detached stones to the south-cast and wesk,
tovelve 1 whether thiese nuiabers lmppcttcd 1o be za -:.‘um]_ﬂl_'lu Lr:.' 411.'1:1!11::1[, or whetlier {as I mmther

imagine) they were intended to express the number of weeks and months in one whole vear, 1
aulunit o the learned.

The following is the aecount of Mr. Toraxp.

Is the Isle of Lewis, at the village of Clussernise, there is ane of these temples very remarkable.
The circle consists of 12 obelisks, ebout 7 feet high each, wnd distant from cach other 6 feet. In
the eentre stapds o stone 13 feet Ligh, in the perfect shape of the rudder of aship.  Directly south
from the circle, there stand four obelisks running out in a line; as another such line due enst, and
a third to the west, the number and distpnees of the stones being in these wings the samie: so
that this temple, the most entire that can be, is at the same time both roowd and winged. But to
ihe north there reach (by way of avenue) two straight ranges of obelisks, of the same bigness and

* Bonuase, L oxvii Frygov o 2060 I this work, Plate U3,

t In I.'||||'_|.'i.1|'_,r tlii= wndieeent, 1 hve Dllowed 1) eseription of it gived os in Me, Martin's own wonls O 99, as Deins
Viely takeis i e st wnd therelure troe, aod wet thie copiper-plute @il 0, whieh dacs nat st all erree (in senber o
wlaalges, agf Ll-r'—_‘_fli'!"-ﬂ-'t- the I'-il'l.!]l:','. with tha verfial I!J:I\_':Ir_'l:'i]rl-l.ll.l:l.j '.H.'idl'.j_' l.'u]..'.l]n]tt':d_, T | sifjapion, Ly e banals wf =omnse
[ F R ] T CRETWILL,
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distances with those of the vircle; vet the ranges themselves are 8 feet distant, and ench con-
sisting of 19 stones, the 39 being o the cutmoce of the avenve.—Tot. Hist. Drraids, po 156,

The following is the aceount of D, Maccvniocn,

Tuw form of the preat temple at Laoch Bernera, in the Isle of Lewis, the chief 1sle of the Helbridee,
is that of a eross, containing, at the intersection, o circle with a central stone; wn additional line
being superadded on one side of the longest arms and nearly parallel to it. Were this line absent,
its form and proportion would be neariy that of the Roman cross or commion eruciliz,  The longest
line of this cross, which nay be considered as the gencral bearing of the work, lies in a direction
24¢ west of the meridian.  The total length of this line is at preseat 388 feet, but there are stones
to be found in the same dircetion for wpwards of ™0 feet further, whiel bave apparently been a con-
tinuation of it, but which having fullen, Yike others through different parts of the building, have some-
timses been overwhelmed with vegetation, leaving blonks that impair its present comtimuity. The whale
length may, therefore, with Tittle hesitation, be taken at 700 feet.  The cross line, intersecting that
now deseribed ab Felt aneles, measures 200 feet ; but as it is longer on one side than the other, its
teue measure is probably also greater, althongh 1 was not able to discover any flles atones at the
extremities—the progress of cultivation having here interfered with the integrity of the work, The
dismeter of the cirele which ocoupies the centre of the cross is sixty-three feet, the lines ceasing
where they mect the eircumference.  The stone which marka the centre is twelve feet in height.
The Leizlits of the other stones which are used in the constrsetion are varous, but they rarely
reach beyoend four feet; a few of seven or eight feel sre to be foand, and one reaching 1o thirteen is
seen near the extremity of the long line. "he additional line alreawdy mentioned, extends north=
wards from the outer part of the circle on the eastern side. 1t is, however, very defective, a great
uwmber of the stones being absent towards its northern extremity s although there s apparent
cvidence of theie furmer continuity, in one which remains ereet ad in othees wlich hove fallen from
thele places,  There do not appear to be any traces of a line parallel to this on the western side;
but as some ioelosures have been wade in the Immediate vicinity, it is prohable that sach might
have origmally existed; notwithstanding the superstitions reverence with which the Seats in gencral
reganl these renning, and the core with which, in their agricaltural operations, they commonly avond
committing any injury to the,  The intervals betwist the stones vary from two to ten fect or
more, but it is geobable that the lirger spaces have resulted froo the falling of the less lomly-rooted
pitlars which ovcupied those places.  The number of stones in the eircle is thirteen, indepedently
of the centeal one: and the number in the whole huilding, either ercet or recently fallen, is forty
RCeVED,

The aspect of thie worle is very striking, as it occupies the highest situation on a gentle swelling
cminence of moor-land—there being no objeet, not even a ruck or stone, to divert the attention wad
diminish the impression which it wakes,

The neighbourhood of Loch Bernern contnins many nearly similar cireles of a less size, all eom-
prised in o troct comporatively small, sinee o square mile would probably include the whole.  They
are situsted in anoopen and feetile tract, on the borders of this iutricate inlet of the sca. The ¢ieeles
found i the vicinity are less perfect, and present no Rucar appendages « their averge dimeter varies
from forty to Bty feet, and one of them containes four nprights, [}[.:n.'ﬂl iR :;1|:1{1r:.ngu!:|r form, within
its area. Selitary stones, apparently of a wonwmental natuve, are found in its neizhbourhood, as

1
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well as in the Island of Berners and in other parts of Lewis.—The above is the substance of Dr.,
Macculloch’s description.  He adds, *'The whole is too consistent, and too much of one age, to
admit of such a supposition; {i.e. that ¢ has Ieen made inte the form of a eross by the Catholics to suil
it fo their worship) while, at the same time, it could not, under any circomstances, have been ap-
plicable to a Christian worship. Its essential part, the circular area, and the number of similar
structures found in the vicinity, equally bespeak its ancient origin, It must therefore be coneluded,
that the crociform shape was given by the original contrivers of the fabric; and it will ailord an
object of speculation to antiquaries, who, if' they are sometimes accused of heaping additional ob-
scurity on the records of antiquity, must also be allowed the frequent merit of eliciting light from
darkness, To them ] Wi”iliglj-' L‘m!iigrl all further uprcu]:ﬁunu l:unu-.‘nﬂng " h{.il:!l;!ln'l'..]'..l;ﬂ;ﬂj,
IWestern dslands, Vol. L pp. 184, &e., Svo.

The difference in the above three accounts, 1 think it may not be impossible to re-
coneile, when the difficulty of making out the plans amongst standing-corn, or the
intricacy eaused by fences intersecting them, &e., are considered.  Dr. Macculloch
admits, that it was a work previous to the existence of Christianity, and that is enough
tor the argument of the author of this work, And its hn:ing in the form of a cross, ane
of the stones being broken, and partly buried by time and agriculture, and lying not far
from the side of its remaining half, may readily account tor the thirteenth stone, without
supposing that either Martin or Toland has been guilty of a wilful lie, as Dr. Maccul-
loch sceins to insmuate in another part of his work, By the mede of drawing adopted
in the long line of the cross, by Dr. Maceulloch, in giving the ground-plan of some stones
atl the elovation of others, the openings are concealed, but it 18 pretty nearly plain that
there have been nineteen, and no more and no Jess,  Whether the two lines are awry, as
represented in the plan, or not, is of little consequence 5 if they be, it would appear that
the architect has been as fnattentive as the architect of the cathedral at York, who placed
the choir in a similar manner on one side of the grand aisle.  Much allowance must be
made in the estimate of these temples for the necessary uncertainty arising from the
confused condition to which their intentional destroyers have reduced them : for though
they are venerated by the natives, we know that they were olijects of deadly hate to such
people as formed Cromwell’s armies, and destroyed the monasteries of Melrose, the Maen
Ambre, in Cornwall, &e.
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( lix )

CONSTANTINE TOLMEN.

Tue ancients in various parts of the world had a superstitious practiee of passing
through holes under stones or openings made between them, by which they fancied they
became regenerated or absolved from their sins.  There are several of these in Cornwall,
Dr. Borlase infornms us, that, in that county, they are called Tolmen,  The following is
his description of one in the parish of Constantine:

But the most astonishing monument of this kind, is in the Tenement of Alen, in the parish of
Congtantine, Cornwall.  (Plate 30.) It is one vast cgg-like stone, placed on the points of two
natural rocks, so that a man may ereep under the great one, and between its supporters, through
a passage about 3 fect wide, and as much bigh, The longest diameter of this stone is 33 fect from
C {o Dy, pointing Jdue north and south : from A to B it is 14 feet, 6 decp; and the breadth in the
middle of the surface, where widest, was 18 feet, 6 wide, from east to west, [ measured one half
of the circumferenee, and found it, Mmrdi'ng to my mmpntn.tiun, 48 feet and 2 half, so that this
stone is 97 feet in civcomference, about 60 feet neross the middle, and, by the best information I
can get, contains at least 750 tons of stone,  Getling up by a ladder to view the top of it, we found
the whole surfoce worked, like an imperfect or mutilated hovey-comb, into basons: one much
larger than the rest was at the south end, about seven feet long; another at the north, about five ;
the rest samaller, seldom more than one foot, oftentimes not so mueh; the sides and shape irre-
gular, Most of these basons discharge into the two principal ones (which lie in the middle of the
surface), those only excepted which are near the brim of the stone, and they have little lips or
channels, {marked in Plate 30, 1,3, 3, 4, 5,) which discharge the water they collect over the sides of
the Tolmen ; and the fut rocks which lie underncath receive the droppings in basons eut into thele
surfuces. 'This gtone is no less wonderful for its position than for its size ; for although the under
part is nearly semicircular, yet it reste on the two large rocks E, F; and 2o light and detached does
it stand, that it touches the two under stones, but as it were on their points, and all the sky appears
at (G.* The two Tolmens at Scﬂijr ore monuents -Evi:!n:ntl:r' of the same kind with this, and of
the same nume ; and these, with all of like structure, may with great probability, I think, though of
such stupendous weight, be asserted to be the work of art, the wnder stones in some lnstances
appearing to have been fitted to receive and support the upper one. It is also plain, from their
works ot Stonehenge, and some of their other monements, that the Draids had skill enough in the

* In Irchand there are monuwments of the some kind.,  Ose mentioned in the History of the County of Waterfunl, p.
il ia called St Dheclin's Stone.  ** It lies shelving wpon the poict of o rock, and on the patron-day of this Saing, grest
numbers ereep untler $his stone three times, in ordee, a4 they pretend, to cure and prevent pains in the back. This
stone, ey tell vou, swam mirseulously from Rome, conveving upon it 21, Declan’s Lell and vestments,™
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Ix CORETANTINE TOLMEN—DESCRIFPTION OF FLATES,

mechanical powers to lift vast weights ; and the ancients, we know, in these mde works, spared
no labour to accomplish their design 3 Heraldus, at one time, (a8 Wormins informs us,*) employing
his whole army, and a great number of cattle, to bring one single stone to the ploce intended,
Notwithstanding all this, T have some doubts whether ever this stone, (50 vast as it is,) was ever
mved since it was first formed, and whether it might not have been only cleared from the rest of the
Rharn, and shaped somewhat to keep it in proper poise, so as it might shew itsell to that advantage
which it now does most surprisingly st some miles” distance. DBut yet ©Tam far from thinking it
impossible that this rock might be broaght, where we see it, by human force.  The ancients had
povers of moving vast weights, of which we have no idea; and in some of their works we find
bodies even heavier and kargers than this Tolmen.  In the roins of Balbeck, (the ancient Heliopolis
of Syvia,) there are three stones Iving end to end in the same row, extending sixtyv-one yards, and
one of them is sixty-three feet long, the other two, sixty each,  Their depth is twelve feet, and
their breadth the same; and, what adds to the wonder, they are raised up into the wall above
twenty feet from the grownd.t  And near the city of Alexandria stands what 1= valparly called
Pompey's Pillar, {but erected by one of the Ptolemies,} the shaft of whick consists of one solid
granite stone, ninety feet high, and thirty-vight in compass. Lz Bruova's Fayege, p. 171, Both
these weights are greatly superior to that of this Talmen.

I the arcn below this sione there are many great rocks, which bave certainly been divided and
spdity but whether thrown down from the sides of the Tolmen for the purpose above-mentioned, 1
will not pretend to determine,  One thing is remarkable, which is, that these Telmens rest on
suppurters, and do not touch the earth, agreeably to an established principle of the Druids, who
ﬂ:u:lnghl: EVETY thiug that was sacred, would be prut':mcd by touching the ground ;7 and therefore,
as | imagine, ordered it g0, as that these Deities should rest upon the pure rock, and not be defiled
by touching the common earth, Another thing is worthy eur notice in this kind of monwments,
which is, that, underneath these vast stones, there is a hole or passage between the rocks.§  What
use the ancients made of these passages, we can only guess ; but we have reason to thiuk, that when
stones were once ritually conseerated, they attributed great” and miraculons virtwes to cvery part
of them, and imagined, that, whatever touched, lay down upen, was surrounded by, or Punl:d
through or under, these stones, acquired thereby a kind of holiness, and became more aceeplable to
the Gods,  This passage might alse be a sanctuary for the offender to fly to, and shelter Limself
from the pursuer; Lut I imagine it chiefly to have been intended and vsed for introducing Prose-
Iytes or Noviees, people under vows or sbout to sacrifice, into their more sublime mysteries.  For
the same reason, [ am apt to think, the vast architraves, or crosg-stones, resting upon i uprights
al Stm:uhi:-n;;rr, were erected ; nnmely, with an intent to consecrite mid [rrepare the wnuhipnm, hy
passing through those holy rocks, for the betler entering upon the offices which were 1o be per-
formed in their penefralia, the most sacred part of the temple.  Nor had rocks only the privilege
of conferring this imaginary exaltation and purity ; whatever had the stamp of sacred and divine
imprinted on it, was thought to be endowed with the same power, upon the people's complying
with the same rites. The ancient ldolaters made their children pass through their consecrated

* Men. Dun,, p. 30, F Mavxpnens's Treeeli,

* This was the reason they rathered the Misletoe, Sclazo, nil Samebos, apd tovk such core to catch the Auguinwm
before i towelied e rround.

& From this bode they bave the nmne of Telmen,
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fires, a lustration which ever afterwards made the Gentiles think that those who had gone through,
had acquired thereby a greater degree of purity than any others ; and, as Maimonides informs us,*
the Canannites believed that such children should not die before their time.—Boruask, pp. 174, &e,

Dir. Borlase and other gentlemen have written a great deal respecting Rock Basons.
These are hollows or basons, which have every appearance of being made by art, on the
tops of the Logan-stones, Cromlehs, and other Druidical monuments, to receive the
rain-water as it fll.  Modern geologists have undertaken to shew that they are natural ;
but in this 1 think they completely fail.  This water was probably used for lustrations
or baptisms,

From the works of Tertullian, Justin Martyr, &e., it appears very evident that the
practice of baptism was adopted by the followers of Mitnna, long before the time of
Currst.  These authors aseribe it to the prescience and malice of the Devil,

Itis very certain that the Etruscans, many centuries before the time of’ Christ, used
this rite, both for infants and adults, as may be seen in the plates of Etruscan monuments
published by Gorius. Now, though we have no records, or vases covered with paint-
ngs, like those of the Etruscan, to shew us that our Druids used this ceremony, the
numerous rock basons look very suspicious ; particularly as we know from the exxii. Ep,
of Pope Gregory, to Bonifice, the Apostle of the Germans, that it was in use by them
previous to Christianity,  In that letter he orders them to be rebaptized in the name of
the Holy Trinity, if they had only undergone the Pagan baptism.f 1 think it is un-
necessary to copy Borlase's plates of mere holes on the tops of stones.

* Pol, Syacps. Dent. xviii. t KEvsvER, i de Celr. p. 313,
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LOGAN STONE, CORNWALL.
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Tue following aceount of this stone is from Dr. Borlase’s History, page 180

In the parish of St. Levin, Cornwall, there is a promontory, called Castle Treryn. This cape
conzists of three distinct groups of rocks, On the western side of the middle group, near the
top, lies a very large stone, so evenly poised, that any hand may move it o or fro; but the ex-
tremities of it base are at such a distance from each other, and so well secured by their nearness
to the stonc which it stretehes itself upon, that it is merally impossible that any lever, or indeed
any force, (however applied in a mechanical way,) can remove it from its preseot sitoation. It s
celled the Logan Stone, aud at such a bheight from the ground, that no one who sees it can conceive
thet it bas heen lifted into the pluce we see it in.  Vide Plate 31,

The Doctor was completely mistaken in his idea that this stone could not be thrown
down, as the following account proves ;

W e publie attention has, for the last six months, been much attracted to the celebrated Logan
atone, in Carnwall ; not 20 much on account of its presenting a great natural curiosity, but from
the circumstance that, in Apeil lest, an officer of the British Navy on the Preventive Service, with
hig men, threw it down from its time-hoenowred sent, and the same gentleman |I1.|.'|.'ill!:',', within the
last few days, replaced it in its former situation—a task of no ordinary difficulty,

“The Logan Stone is situated at Castle Treryn, about two miles distant from Land's Tind.  The
name of Castle Teeryn is derived from the supposition of its having been the site of an ancient
Beatish fortress, of which there are still some obscure traces, although the wild and rugged ap-
pearance of the rocks indicates nothing like art.

“The foundation of the whole is a stupendous group of granite rocks, which rise in pyramidical
clusters to o prodigions altitude, and overbang the sea.  On one of those pyramids is situated the
celebrated Logan Stone, which is an immense block of gronite, weighing above 60 tons. The
surface i contact with the under rock 13 of very small extent, and the whole mass is so nicely
balaneed, that, notwithstanding its magnitude, the strength of a single man applied to its ander
edge, 18 sulficient 1o change s centre of gravity; ond though at frst in o degree smrcﬂy per=
ceptible, yet the repetition of such impulses, ot each return of the stone, prodoces at length a very
sensible oscillation ] As soon as the pstonishbment which this phenomenon excites has in some
mensure subsided, the stranger anxiously inguires how and whenee the stoue originated f—wus it
clevated by human means, or was it produced by the agency of natural canses ?

# Although the Droidical origin of this stoae, for which so many zealous antigquaries have con-
tended, may fairdy be denied, still we by no means intend to deny that the Drvids employed it as
an engine of superstition. It is indeed very probable that, having observed so uncommon a pro-
porty, they dexterously contrived to make it answer the purposes of an ordeal, and by regarding
it as the forchstone of truth, acquitted or condemned the accused by its motions,

“'The rocks are covered with a species of byssus, long and rough to the touch, forming a kind of
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hoary beard. In many places they are deeply furrowed, carrying with them a singular air of
antiquity, which combines with the whole of the romantic scenery, to awaken in the minds of the
poet and enthusiast the recollection of the Druidical ages.

“The following extract of a letter containg an account of the restoration of this celebrated relic
of antiquity :

“t Penzanee, Nov, B,

% ¢The Logan rock is replaced, aed rocks as before. It was put up on Tuesday last, after three
daye' labour, by the help of three pair of large shears, six capstans, worked by eight men each,
and a variety of pulleve. Large chain cables were [astened round the rock, and attached to the
blecks by which it was lifted.  Altogether there were about sixty men employed. The weight of
the rock has been variously computed by different persons, at from 70 to 90 tons, On the first
day, when the rock was first swung in the air, in the presence of about two thousand persons,
much anxiety wae felt by those who were presenty as to the success of the undertaking : the ropes
were much stretehed ; the pulleys, the sheers, and the capstans, all sereeched and groaned ; and
the noise of the machinery was audible at some distance. Many were apprehensive lest so vast a
'q.rq:ig'ht migh'l; ENAP all the ropeE, end tumble over the PruciPim, hi:ui::lg the sheers and lmﬂ'ulﬂing
away with it ; however, the whole bas gone off with great suecess. The materials (which were
all furnished gratis, from the dock-yard at Plymouth) were excellent, and ingentously managed ;
and though a rope or two broke, and a link of one of the chaing tore away a amall piece of an angle
of the rock, which was thrown with much velocity into the sea, yet the rock was safely supported
by its complicated tackling, snd stands, once more, in precisely its former position! The Lieu-
tenant whe threw it down, was the engineer in replacing it ; and, in the opinion of many of the
gentlemen of this town and neighbourhood, he has, by his skill and personal labour and attention,
entirely wiped away the disgrace to which he was exposed by throwing it down, It is understood
that the expenses of this work are defrayed by subscription.  Fifty pounds have been given by the
London Geological Society,' "




( Ixiv )

WRINGCHEESE.

Tue famous rock, called the Wringcheese, deseribead in Plate 32, has lately been
supposed by geologists to be a natural production.  This is probably the case in part;
the Druids taking advantage of favourable eircumstances to convert these rocks into
idols, or ohjects of adoration.  The following is Dr. Borlase's aceount of it, p. 17::

The rock now called Wringeheese,® is a group of rocks that attracts the admiration of all
travellers. It is best apprehended by its Jeoms (Plate 32.)  On the top stone B were two re-
gular bagons ; part of one of them hay been broken off, as may be seen at A, The upper stone B,
wag, nd I have been informed, a Logan, or rocking-stone, and might, when it was entire, be easily
moveid with a pole, but sow greal part of that weight which kept it on a poise is taken away. The
whole heap of stone is 32 feet high: the great weight of the upper part, from A to B, and the
wlenderness of the under part from I to C, make every one wonder how such an ill-grounded pile
eould resigt, for so many ages, the storms of such an exposed situation, 1t may scem to some that
it is an artificial building of flat stones, layed carefully on one another, and raised to this height by
human shill and labour ; but as there are severnl hepps of stones on the saue Billy, and also on o
Bill about a mile distant, ealled Kell-mar'r, of like fabric too, though not near so high as this, 1
should think it a natural cragg, and that what stones surrounded ity and hid its grandeur, were
removed by the Druids.  From its having rock-basons, from the uppermost stone being a rock-
ing-stone, from the well-poised structure, and the great clevation of this group, 1 think we may
truly reckon it among the rock deities; and that ity talluess pnd just balanee might probably be
intended to express the stateliness and justice of the Supreme Being,  Secondly, as the rock-
basgons shew that it was usual to get upon the top of this karn, it might probably serve for the
Druids to harangue the audicnce, pronounce decisions, and foretell futore events.

* In the parish of 51 Clare, near Lisheard, Corpaall.
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COINS OF THE BRITONS.

1 am of opinion that the ancient Celtee of Britain had no ecoins of silver or gold.
After the time of Caesar, 1 think it probable that they adopted them, and that those in
the annexed plate may be some of them.  They are so doubtiul, that I consider them of
very little value ; but T thought an inquisitive reader might wish o see them, therefore
1 have given a few of what are engraved 1 Borlase,  The cotns of the ancient Britons
I hiave no doubt were of iron, their precious metal, and those in Plate 27 are specimens
of them, as given by Borlase, pp. 250, 274,

As soon as the Gauls, or any other barbarous nations, saw the great use of money, as it was
managed among the more polished parts of mankind, it 18 matural to imagine that people of autho-
rity would endeavour to introduce the same convenient way of exchange nmong their own people ;
but, being hasty and impetucus to have the thing done, were not over nice in their choice of
artists for the doing it.  What first and principally struck them was the use of money ; to have
the money coined with beauty and expression, was what had no place in their first conceptions,
nor entered at all into their designs.  Hence eame the first coins so rude and inexpressive ; becanse
the art, though at full matwrity among the Greeks and Romans, was foreed to pass through s
second infancy mmong the Gauls ; and, like the gold that was cast into the fire, could not come out
a better molten calf than the hands which were employed were able to mould and fashion it. The
money, therefore, coined at first among the Gauls and Britons, could not but partake of the bar.
hnrltl.r an ignnr.:ml:n of the times 1o which it Best eame into use ; and the ﬁgtpms wmat have hepn
much ruder and more uncouth than those of the inseribed colne.  OF this kind of money are pro-
bably lunine ferrea, of which Cwesar speuks, Comuent. of the Gall, War, Lib, v., and of which
Mr. Edward Lhwyd, in hig Travels through Cornwall, writes in the following manner, sending at
the same time the outlines of the pieces he found to Thos. Tonkin, Esq., by letter dated at Falmouth,
Nov. 20, [700,  “The fifth and sixth figures™ (Mate 27, Fig, | and 2) * are two iron plates of
that form and size, whereof several horse-loads were found nbout six years since.  Qu. Whether
these may not be the British mooey mentioned by Carsar in these words,— Nummo wfuniur parvo
et wren aud ferreis foninis® pro nueme,” On owhich My, Tookin, (M. 5. B, p. 193,) remarks, 1
am apt to believe that Mr, Lhwyd rightly concludes thit this was the British money mentioned by

* In other clitions called * Talels feereds ad certumn ponduz examinati= ;™ and the Inte learned Dr. Moyle chserved,
that * Dr. Dewis, in s nofes vz, om the Commentaries), with Lipaus, jodres Aanwlis ferreis 1o be the troe read-
imgr ;. amd Dir, Clare, in bis edition of Casar, bas admitted it into the text, wpon the suthority of these manuscripts and
the Greek translation,  Dbelieve it to be the true reading”  Movex's Works, Vel Lp. 171,

[
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Ceesor ;" and then adds, * This present year, 1730, as they were pulling down the great tower
and some very old huilding: at Boconoock, the seat of the late Lord Mohun, in Cornwall, about a
peek of the samo sort, but of a larger size, (Plate 27, Fig. 3 and 4,) were found in part of an old
wall there.” Those coins, then, which are not inscribed, are most probably older than those of
the same nation which are inseribed ; inseriptions or legends being a part of elegance and aceuracy
which at first were not at all attended to, but which after-ages constantly practised, consulting at
once the convenieney of their commerce, and the glory of their country.

I this infercoce is right, our coins at Karnbrd, and the like sort in Plot, and Camden's English
edition, are older than the inscribed ones produced by Camden and Speed, and consequently older
than the Roman invasion.—BorLase’s Cornmwall,

I am of opinion that in all countries originally, gold was the common metal for
usctul domestic purposes, It would be found in the beds of rivers and obtained with-
out difficulty.  Probably after some time the aceidental burning of a forest on a moun-
tain, as the ancients allege, by melting the ore, might teach mankiod the mode of
obtaining it.  Probably for some time iron, from its great superiority of real value,
would be the precious metal, It would be also much more difficult to obtain than zold,
silver, and copper,

Seventeen I here exhibit, (in Plate 33,) of different impressions, size or weights : several others,
found at the same time and place, T have seen; but being of the same sort as these examples, |
think it needicas to lay them before the poblic. I range the rudest, and those which have figurea
wost unknown, first, (as others engaged in treating of medals have done,) being in all probability
the most ancient; the others follow according as their eriterions seem to become more and more
perfect and modern, | mention their weight also, as a material circumstance (though omitted by
other authors) for elassing them, and discovering what are and what are not the same sort of coin,
The size in the Plate is the real one by measurement of the coins,  The first hies some figures upon
it which T do not understand ; its weight is 22 grains,

No. 2 has some figures on one side, which I do not so much as guess at.  On the other side it
has the limb or trank of & tree, with little branches springing from it on one part, and what 1 take
also for the body of a tree, with two round holes or marks, where the limbs bave been lopped off,
and roots at the bottom on the other part : it weighs only 23 grains.

No. 3 has a figure, which in the coin attributed to Caseibelan (by Speed, p. 30) Is more
plain, and resembles two dolphing, turning their crooked backs to each other. On the other side
it has o plain large stump of a tree, with two branches breaking out on each side, It rises put of the
rround, and stands between two smaller trees: it weighs 23 grains.

No. 4 is quite defaced on one side, unless it be the outline of & human head ; but on the other
it bas gome parts of a horse, and seme little round studs, or button-like embossments, both which
wiarks will be particalarly discoursed of when we come o explain the several uncommon figures
which these coing afford us: it weighs 20 grains,

No. 5 hos one side effaced ; the reverse is a horse, betwixt the legs of which there is a wheel,
and from its back rises the stem of o spear or j;ﬁ'ulin : \rcig'ht., 26 grairm.

No. 6 Las the stem of a tree, with its colluteral branches very distinet. In the middle it s
crossed slupe-wige by a bar, like the shalb of a spear: the reverse has the horse, the wheel, and
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spear, but somewhat differently placed on the gobil,  The welsght i twenty-five grains and a hall
by which I conclude, that the side which is defaced in No. 5, was the same as in this eoin ; for the
reverses ave the spne, and their weizht corresponds to half o grain, which may be allowed for the
areater use that has been made of this than of the former.

No. 7 has on one side some appesrance of a hwman bead (which side of the coin we shall
heneeforth call the Aead, ns medalists generally do, to aveid & multiplicity of words) : on the re-
verse the remains are so mutilated, that it can be only said that this reverse was mueh ornamented,
Imit what the ermaments were, is not to be discovered : it weighs 23 grains,

No. 8 has the lines of a parland, or diadem, on the head. The reverse has the exerzue uf
bottowm, supported by jurred lines interspersed with dots, above which are some barbarous figures,
which are to be explained, and their orderly disposition here and in some of the other coins
accounted for, in their proper place : it weighs four penny-weights, three geoins.

No. 9 has o head much defaced, but visible, as is also the outline of the neck and the ear.
Bebiod the forehead and nose it has three semicirenlar protuberances: the reverse has the same
figure as the reverse of No, 8, but has more little round stubs on it (the die which gave the
impression being placed farther back in this than in the former,) and discovers therefore a circular
figurc,—No. 7, with the three pointed juvelins, No. 6 underneath it, which the other impres-
sion hias notj but by the run of the die, the former has one of the figares which is oot in this.
It weighs four penny-weights, three grains, which weighty, and the reverse, charged with like
figures, (though differently placed,) shews, that these two coing were struck at one time by the
same die, and are of the same value,

No. 1} has a laurcated diadem, across which, at right angles, 1s a fllet, or rather clasp, and
fuint appearance of a hook at the end of it; the rest defaced. The reverse has a distinet evergi
at bottom; the same figures partly as No. 8 and 9, but the dic wns placed still further back
on the gold, thercfore not altogether the same; the javeling or spears {or whatever those pointed
stulics a.ignif}r} being in this coin cut off by a descending line, intimating that bat part only of tho=-
instruments were to be exhibited. It weighs four penny-weights, two grains, by which it is pro-
bable that it is the same sort of eoin with the two foregoing, allowing one grain out of the hfty
for the wear.

No. 11 has the lourcated diadem and elasp, above which the hair turns off in bold eurds. The
reverse has the same charge as the three foregoing, but better placed ; and it should be a ecin of
the same sort, but that it weighs four peony-welghts, and seven grains; so that it must bave
been mueh lezs nsed than the others, If of the same time and value.

No. 12 has on the head several parallel lines, fasbioned into squares, looking like the plan of
a town, of which the streets cross nearly at rizht angles, and the whole cut by one straight and
wider street than the rest. On the reverse ace the remains of 2 horse, with a collar or garlomd round
Lis neck, and bebind something like o charioteer driving forward.  Underneath the horse is a wheel,
and a few studs scattered near the extremities of the eoin @ it weighs one penny-weight, three gridns.

No. 13 just shews the fuint ph;‘:-ﬁh!' of a human face; the reverse, a horse, o Bpeir h:m;_:in:
forward towards the horse's neck; some appearance of a charioteer above the horse: it weighs
only 23 grains,

No. 14 has a laureated diadem round the temples, above which the hair turns back in large
curls, The diadem has the clasp or ribbon, which bas & book at the bottom of it, and on the
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shoulder is a fibuia or button, which tucked up the loose garment, The reverse has a horse, with
a wheel below it, and many small and large studs above it: it weighed 25 grains,

No. 15 exhibits o distinct human face in profile.  The head 1s luureated, clasped, and eirmted
as the athers, which plaiuly shews that where there i3 only o simple laureated diadem now to be
seen, as in Noo 10, 11, 14, there the buman face zlso was, though now worn out.  The reverse
has o horse, with a wheel below it, and crescents, studs, and balls above it : weight, 26 grains,

No. 16 is the best-preserved coin, as well as largest and most distinct, which I have seen of
the gold ceins found in Cornwall, The profile is well-proportioned, and destitute of neither spirit
nor expression ; and it is somewhat surprising that an artist, who could design the human face so
well, should draw the horse so very indifferently on the other side. This head has two rows of
curls ahove the lourcated dizdem, and the folds of the gnrrment TIES up round the neek close to tlwe
car. The reverse, a horse, a wheel, balls, and crescents, as in the rest: it weighs four peuny-
weights, 14 grains.

No, 17 is the same weight 25 No. 13, and the horse is nearly of the same turn, but here it
lias o erest of beads or pearl for # mane, as No. 14, It has also some appearance of veins (as of
o bridle) wnder the j.’lh‘. The horse is better turned than in any of them. Behind the wheel it
bus something depending Jike o pole, which reaches the ground; whether areclining speur, or
what their seythes might be fastened to, or any other part of the chariot, is uncertain 3 but the
charioteer is plain.
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rally of such 2 height, that it was possible to walk within them nearly upright.  The roof of the
lowest chamber was the floor of the second, and after this manner seven tiers were raiscd. On
reaching the highest step of the flight of staies, there appeared no reason for suppozing that any
roof had ever protected the summit of the building, so that the Burgh of Mousa must Lave been
nrigin'.:!l:: lml.h'lug mwore than a eircular mural shell, open to the top. The hcight of the inside wall
was 35 feet, being seven feet Tess than that of the outside: this difference was partly owing o the
accumulation of stones and earth, which had filled the inner court.

The mode was now evident in which this Burg had been intended to give security to the persons
and property of the ancient inhabitaots of Shetland againet the sudden landing of predatory adven-
turers.  The ticrs of apartments contained within the thick walls, would afford o shelter to women
and children, from the missile wenpone of sssallants; besides being repositories for grain and other
kinds of property, s well as for the stores whereby o long siege might be sustained. The low
narrow door within the court, which admits of no entrance but in a creeping posture, might be eacily
secured at a short notice by large blocks of stone. 1t has been remnarked of the rude forts similar
to these which occur on the shores of Scandinavia, that they were seldom taken by an enemy,
unless by surprise, or after a long blockade : that frequently terraces and artificial banks were
raised near that side of the wall which was the lowest, and that the besicged were then annoyed '
with arpows, stones, boiling water, or melted piteh being thrown into the fort ;—offensive wea-
pois which they did not negleet to return,  [Marcer's Northern dntiquities, Vol L p. 244 The
history of the Burgh of Mousa confirms the correctness of this observation @ its high walls bulging
out from their foundation, defied any attempt to scale them 3 for when they were encompassed by
one of the Earls of Orkney, he had no hopes of inducing the fortress to surrender, but by cutting
off all supply of food, and then waiting the event of a long siege.  Altogether the building was well
adapted for resisting the attacks of the ancient piratical hordes of these seas, who, from the short
summers of northern latitudes, and from the incapability of their vessels to sustain o winter's
navigation, durst not allow themselves to be detained on the coast by any tedious operations of
nssault. Before 1 quitted the Burgh of Mousa, I endeavoured to explore some of the chambers
belomging to it, but owing to the ruined state of the floors, the attempt was too hazardous.
Hinperr's Shetlaned Tsles, pp. 250, &e.

There is also another kind of ancient buildings called Pighes® or Picts” Howses, to be
et with in many parts of Scotlnd,  On their arrival they were found by the earfiest
trides of morthern vwaders of whont we have eattyy ercconend. f'lr['.i.llj.' of them still exist in the
Orkneys, which Torfiens says were discovered 400 years, and inhabited 260 years, previ-
ous to the Christian gera,  These slands were conquered by Agricola or Claudian,  Dr,
Aikin savs,

These houses, ag they are termed, are more curious still, as they shew that the persons to whom
they must be attributed were probably the original inhabitants, who were o race unknown to the
people of the north,  These are numerous, and are found in the holmes in the midst of Lochs,
with a stony ford or causeway attached, as a passage to them; on the points of very high lands,
or on strands on the sea-shore, more especially near places adapted for landing with facility. Their
situation points out their intention: they were evidently the barmcks or habitations of those
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appointed for the defence of the isles: and what confirms this is, that they streteh in a regular
chain from one headland to another, in a full view of the adjacent harbours and distant ocean.™

The following is Dr. Berry’s description of a large one {for they vary in size)
at (hmanterness :

As works of that nature have never been clearly understood, though they have cexcited much
curindity in men who take pleasure in studying the progress of the buman mind, by looking back
to early ages, the utmost attention has been given to examine that Picts' house with care, to
measure its dimensions accurately, and to delineate the form of all its parts with precision.
Situsted on o gentle declivity, under the brow of the hill of Wideford, it looke toward the north
isles ; has a full view of the bay of Frith, and the pleasant little island of Dansey, from which it is
not far di:‘.t:ult, pnd lies little more than a mile west from the road or harbour of Kirkwall, Like the
rest, it bears externally the form of a truncated cone, the height of which is about fourteen fect,
and the circumference at the base three bundred and eighty-four.  But whether, like them slse, it
be surrounded by opne or two circulie walls, the quantity of rubbish prevented us from discovering,
though, that it is so, is very probable. In ope respect it differs from most of them, as it stands
alone, and ot a distance from the shore ; whereas, in general, they are situated on the shores of the
sea, and several of them at no great distanee from, and in fall view of, ene another, as if they were
gome way or other connected, or had been intended for mutual communication,

Internally it consists of several eells or apartments, the principal one of which is in the centre,
twenty-one feet, six inches long ; six feet, six inches broad, and eleven feet, six inches high ; built
without any ecment, with large fink stoned, the one imm:diatﬂlj,' above [Jrujm:l:‘:d over that imuedi-
ately below, so 03 grodually to contract the space within as the building rises, till the opposite
walls meet at the top, where they are bound together by large stones lald across, to serve as it
were for kev-stones,  Six other apartments of an exactly similar form, constructed with the same
sort of materials, and wnited in the same wanner, but of little more than half the Jdimensions, com-
munieate with thiz in the centre; cach by n passage about two feet square, on a level with the
floor : und the whole may be cousidered as connected togetber by a passage of nearly the same
extent from without, which leads into this chief apartment, So far as con now be discovered,
there does not appesr ever to have heen, in any part of the building, either chink or hole for the
admission of air or light: and this cireumstance alone is sufficient to shew that it had not been
destined for the ahode of men.  The contents were accordingly such as might have been naturally
expected in such o gloomy maosion. None of those things which have been discovered in similar
places were found here: but the earth at the bottom of the cells, as deep as it could be dug, was of
a dark celour, of a greasy feel, and of o fetid odour, plentifully intermingled with bones, some of
which were almost entirely consumed : and others had, in defance of time, remained g0 entire as
to shew that they were the bones of men, of birds, and of gome domestic animals.  But though
many of them had nearly mouldered into dust, they exhibited no marks of having been burnt; nor
were ashes of any kind to be scen within any part of the building. In one of the aparuments, an
entire hisman skeleton, in a prone attitude, was found: but in the others, the bones were not only
separated from one another, but divided into very small fragments,

There are several peculiaritics belonging to this building at Quanterness, which make
it very diflicult to imagine for what it can have been intended, Lt seems very singular as
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a sepulehre, and yet what else can it have been? Can it have been a place vsed 1o cele-
brate the seeret mysteries of religion 2 They were always carried on by the Light of
s or torehies in all the ancient religions, as far as we are acquainted with them,  The
mode of closing the building at the top by overhanging stones, seems an approximation
towards the arch, and may have suggested the stone rools to the Cathedrals of these nor-
thern countrres 1 later times.  The time when the first arches were used has been o
subject of dispute. Mr, Wilking thinks them unknown till about the time off A UZUSTLS
Caesar,  But has he torocotten the arch of the eforea meaime, or the arch of the tunnel to
discharge the waters of the lake at Allano, made whilst the Romans were boesteging Veii 7
Amongst all the Draidical remains, neither arch, not wedge-like arch-stone, has (the author
believes) ever been found.  This Duililing seems ill caleulated for a place of defence,
The tollowing is an account given by M, Peanant

The buaildings ealled ets' Houses are small and round, and are seattered over all the north of
Scotland,  There is no mortar of any kind used, nor ia there any sppearance of an arch, They
consist of the best stones the builders could find, well laid and jolned; the wall was sometimes 14
feet thick, and the great rooin, which was quite round, was about 22 feet in diameter ; the perpen-
dicular wall 12 feet high : and the roof was carried on round about with long stones, till it ended in
an epening ot the top, which served both for light and a vent to carry off the smoke of their fire.
The dour or entry was low, 3 feet for ordinory, shut up by a lacge broad stune, There is one of
them entire in the parish of Loth, which the bishop of Ossory vigited and examined.  On the out-
side of the wall, to strengthen it, is generally piled a mass of loose stones, which makes the house
ook like un anshapely mass of stones.  Towr in Seof, Vol. L p. 318,

From the eircnmstance of no mortar or cement being vsed, and of there being no sign
o the arch, 1 should suspeet that these buildings are very ancient. Dut nothing can be
made out respecting them. 1 only notice them to shew, that they have not eseaped my
obscrvation from carclessness. 1 do not think it necessary to give any plate of these
feontzes, ns t B SeeTH but of litfle consequence ; for, unless several plates were given, very
little information would be conveyed ; and on the ontside they merely exlubit a round

FIL":I]J of carth or rubbisl,

= Ii the Rumans ever did huuil.'l‘_;r." Veit, Theee ]r[.n'tu neir [Lomse oee 1'|'|I"'g_|'|!;|l|| Iprua'-:'n! .'.-_r IIJIJ-L'HEP\H-MI s Teave been the
ite ol this celehrated town.  Has God meltiplied the ruins of cities for the sunesement of antiquarinns, ae the author
wins Told in Ltaly, vl Do b mubtiphied the bewts of Gead snints for the edifcation of the folibdul @
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VITRIFIED FORTS.

Tue tollowing is an account of the vitrified forts of Seotland, which I believe is gene.
rally considered to have settled the question respecting them. It was written by Mr.
James Anderson s dated Monkshill, April, 1777, Vol. V. dreh. Soc. Ant. Lond.

The most remarkable of all the Scottish antiquities are the vitrified walls.® It is not yet three
yesrs since I got the first hint of this species of building, from a gentleman who had examined
them with attention, and who was, | believe, the first person who teok notice of them in Scotland,
These walls consizt of stones piled rudely upon one another, and firmly cemented together by a
miatter that has been vitrified by means of fire, which forms a kind of artificial rock (if you will
admit this phrase) that resists the vicissitudes of the weather, perbaps better than any other arti-

ficial cement that has ever yet been discovered.
All the walls of this kind that T have vet seen or heard of, have been evidently erected ns places

of defenee.  They, for the most part, surround a small area on the top of some steep conieal Lill
of very difficult access. It often happens that there is easier access to the top of one of these hills
nt one P]“m_- than at any ptl‘mr; ahd these have :I.].W:l.}"# had the E‘I'It-f!r‘ into the fﬂl‘l‘.ll which has
always been defended by outworks, more or less strong, according to the degree of deelivity ot
that place.

The first fortification of this kind that I saw was upon the top of a steep hill, ealled Knock-
Sferrel, two miles west from Dingwall, in Hoss-shire.  And a8 an idea may be formed from this one
of all the others, 1 shall subjoia a deseription of it.

The hill is of a longish form, rising into o rdge at top, long in proportion to its breadth, It is
of great height and extreinely steep on both eides ; zo that when it is viewed at & great distance
from either end, it appears of a conical shape, very perfect and beautiful to look at: but when
viewed from one side, one of the ends is seen to be much steeper than the other,

The narrow declivity of the hill 15 of easy access, and forms a natural read by which you may
ascend to the top on horseback : and at this end bas been the cabry of the fort, A.  This fort con-
sists, as | gucssed by the eye, of a long elliptical ares of near an acre, which is entirely level,
excepling towards each end, where it fulls a little lower than in the middle, The fortihcation of
vitrified wall, CCCC, is continued quite round this area ; being adapted to the form of the hill, so
as to stard on the brink of a precipice all round, unless it be at the place where you enter, and at
the opposite end, B3 both which places have been defended by oulworks. Those at the entey had
extended, as | guessed, about 100 yards, and seem to have consisted of cross walls one behind
anotber, elglt or ten in number ; the raing of which are still plainly perceptible.  Through each of

* Sec Mate 38,
M
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these walls there must bave been o gate, so that the besiegers would have been under the necessity
of forcing each of these gates successively before they eould carry the fort : on the opposite end of
the Lill, as the ground is considerably stecper, the outworks scem not to bave extended alove 20
Fm-ds, aml consist u:rol"r of two or three cross walls, Not far from the fucther end was a well,
marked I}, now filled up, bat siill discernibie.

The wall, all round from the inside, appears to be only & mound of rubbish, consisting of loose
stones now buried among some carth and grass that has been gradually accumulated by the dung-
lng of sheep which resort to it as a place of shelter.  The vitrified wall is ouly to be zeen on the
outsile.

It appears at first sight surprising, that a rade people should have been eapable of diseovering a
cement of such a singular kind as this is. It is less surprising that the knowledge of it should not
have been earried into other countrics, as distant nations in thuse periods had but little friendly
Intercourse with one another, But it is no difficult matter for ene who is sequainted with the
nature of the country where these structures abound, to give a very probable account of the man-
ner in which this art has been originally discovered, and of the causcs that have occasioned the
knowledge of it to be lost, even in the countries where it was universally proctised.

Through all the northern parts of Scotland, & particular Kind of earthy fron ore, of o very vitres-
cible nature, much abounds. This ove might have been accidentally mixed with some stones at o
place where a great fire was kindled, and being fused by the heat would cement the stones into one
solid mass, and give the first hint of the wses to which it might be applicd. A few experiments
waould :mliu[r them of the pos Eihjlil.}' of executing at large what had been m:ui-;]l.:ul'.u]]}r discovered in
miniature,

This knowledge being thus obtained, nothing seems to be more simple and natoral than its
applieation to the formation of the walls of thege fortified places.

Having made choice of a proper place for their fort, they would rear a wall all round the area,
building the outside of it a8 finm as they could, of dry stones piled one above another, the inter-
stices between them being filled full of this vitrescible iron ore, and the whole supported by a
backing of loose stones piled carelessly behind it

When the wall was thus far completed, with its facing all round reared to the height they wished
for, nothing more was necessary to give it the entine finishing but to kiondle o fre all round it suffi-
ciently intense to melt the vitreseible ore, and thus to cement the whole inte one coherent mass, as
far as the influence of that heat extended.  As the country then abounded with wood, this purpose
would be readily effected by building a staek of wood round the whole outside of the wall, and then
setting it on fire.

An ingenious gentleman ealled Willinms, caused a section te be made neross the top of the hill
of Knock=feerel, which was earried quite through the walls on each side, in the linge marked F F,
Plate 38, so that any person has now an opportunity of observing the nature of these walls, and
may judge of the manner in which they have been constructed, It appears by this section, here
represented in Fiz, 2, that the wall all round is covered on the outside with a crust of about two
feet in thickness, consisting of stones immersed mwong vitrified matter : some of the stones being
holf fu=ed themselves where the heat has been greatest, and all of them having evidently wuffered
a considerable heat.  This crust is of an equal thickness of about two feet from tap to bottom, so
a5 to lie upoen and be Eﬂppm‘tud !.11,-' the logee stones behind 1. Within that crust of vitnfied
matter is another stratum, of some thickness, runuing from top to bottem, exactly parmllel to the
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former, which consists of loose stones, which have been seorched by the fire, but digcover no marks
of fusion.

Nothing scems to be more judicious or simple than this mode of fortification adopted by our
forefatlicrs. The stones for forming the walls were probably dug from the top of the rock that
formed the ridge of the hill, and therefore served at onee to level the area of the fort, and Lo erect
the massy walls without any expense of carriage.  These forts are very common in Scotland.

On these forts Dr. Macerrniocn makes the full::-wing ohaervation :

“ In spite of this deficiency, there appears thus to be an oricntal cast about the history of this
art and these vitrified forts, which leads us back to the carly Celtic tribes ; while this species of
antiquity and origin i3 countenanced by all those numerous facts noticed in varions parts of these
letters, which indicate the remote Eastern origin of that far-spread people.” —Highlands, Vol. I,
p. 200,

M G
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CROMLEHS IN MALABAR.

The two Plates, 39 and 40, are representations of Cromlehs in Malabar., They are
copied from the History of Wiltshire, by 512 Rrcnanp Corr Hoare, Bart, [Itis
rather remarkable that he has not accompanied them with any observations.  But his
character is too well known to admit a suspicion of their genuineness.  They will be
tound to afford something very like the link of a chain between the East and West, when
i variety of circumstances are considered, which will be met with in the following work,
They are evidently the same as the Cromlehs in Britain,
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Wil DERCRIPTION OF THE VIGXETTES.

side, and one on the other, the rest being either destroyed or buried under ground.  Besides these,
there are two rows of ghorter pillars surrounding the whole fabric, not in a circular, but rather in an
oval form : the intermedinte space belween these two oval rows, is about ten feet wide, anid the
distance between the inner row and the colonnade supporting the roof or covering, is about five feet;
at this distance, I think the multitede were to keep, waiting the answer of the Oracle, or Meiscith,
which wns probably kept in the central Chapel, or the Diomruch,  All this appears to have been only
part of a greater work, resembling the 2w abiv, or Abury of England, described by Stukeley, and
proved, by Dr. Ceoke, to have been a Phanician temple,

CHAPTER VL

PILLARS OF HERCULES.

Tue Vignette to the Sixth Chapter is a representation of two Tyeian Coins, allwded
to in the observations on Stonehenge.

CHAPTER VIL

MEN-AMBER.

“ Ix the parish of Sithney, stood the famous Logan Stone, commonly ealled Men-Amber. It
is eleven feet long from East to West, four feet deep from E to F, six feet wide from C to I,
There is no bason on the surface of A, but on the stone B, there is one plain one.  This top
stone A, was so nicely poised on the stone 13, * that a little child (as Mr Scawen in his
manuscript says) could instantly move it, and all travellers that came this way desived to behold
it; but in the time of Cromwell, when all monumental things became despicable, one Shrub-
sall, then Governor of Pendennis, by much ado, caused it to be undermined and thrown down, to
the great grief of the country.” There are some marks of the tool npon this stone, the surface
C I» being wrought into a wavy plane as in the Icon; and by its quadrangular shape, 1should judge
it to bave been dedicated to Mercury, as, by a bagon cut in the under stone B, (which I conclude,
from other works of this kind, must have been when this stone 13 was without any covering and
entirely exposed to the heavens), 1 judge the stone A to be placed on the top of this camn by human
art. However that be, certadn it 1=, that the vulg:p,r uscd to resort to this phu.‘.-l: ot p:u'f_iculnr timea
of the year, and paid to this stone more respect than was thought becoming true Christians, which
wiss the reason that, by cleaving off part of the stone B, the top-stone A, was laid along in its pre-
went reclining postare, and its wonderful property of moving easily, to ncertain point, destroyed.” —
Bonveass, Hist, Corn, p. 181,
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DESCRIPTION

LITHOGRAPHS AT THE END OF THE CHAPTERS.

CHAPTER I,

A Tolmen on one of the Scilly [slands ealled St Mary's, st the bottom of Salakee Downs,
"The horizontal measurement of the top stone is8 49 feet in girt.  On the top of it is o Rock-bason,
Borrase, Anf. Corn, p. 174

CHAPTER 1L

Cromleh at Plas Rewydd, in Anglesey. It is 12 feet, 9 inches long, and 13 feet, 2 inches broud,
in the broadest part.  Its greatest depth or thickness 1s 5 feet.  Its contents cannot be less in eabic
feet and decimal parts than 392,878,125, It follows, therefore, from ealeulating according to the
specific gravity of stone of ita kind, that it cannot weigh less than 30 tons, 7 hundreds. Hive's
M, dnt. Vol. 1, p, 23,

CHAPTER IIL

Double Cromleh, in Anglesey, The upper part consists of a vast stone (according to Pennant
andd Growgh) 12 feet, 7 inches long, 12 broad, and 4 thick ; now supported by 3 stones, the first 3,
the second 3, and the third 3} feet higl. The lower part consists of another great stone barely
separated from the first, which is nearly o square, of about 51 feet, or almost 6 feet, and is supported
in like manper by three stones,  Kiwa's Mun. et Vol L p. 232,

CHAPTER 1V.

Pillars in Penrith Churchyard.  They are 12 feet high, and 15 feet asunder.  The circular stones
are each about 4 feet above the ground, and about 6 feet long. There is no probable history or
tradition Tl."‘EI],'I'E'Eliﬂg this monument. The wurkm:umhil; 15 of the sudest hind, Vide Adreheoead,
Lond, Vol. 1. p. 48,

CHAPTER V.

Obelisk near Hunter’s Trist, Pentland Hills, Edinburghshire. Height above ground, 9 feet, 8
inches, Breadth, at the broadest part, 5 feet.



AUV DESCRIPTION OF THE LITHOGRATIHS AT THE EAD OF THE CHAMTERS,

CHATFTER VI.

Obelicks at Boroughbrdge, Yorkshiee, Noo 1, high, 18 fect. No. 2, high, 22 feet, G inchies,
o o3, high, 22 feet, 4 inches,  The distanee from Neo. 1 to No, 2, 05 199 feet. The distance from
Neow 2 ta Noo 3, i3 360 fect.  The centre stone was examined to the bottom in the VEAT 1709, il
wiks found to be 36 feet, 6 inches long.

CHAITLER VII.

I the county of Dorset is a tumulus, or barrow, with an immense stone at the top of i, called
Adiingestone, or Agglestone, I lLes in the North-east extremity of the Isle of Purbeck, on the
estate of [1. Bankes, E=q. It is surrounded by several lesser barrows,  The diameter of the
harrow at the top is G0 fect 3 its bottom oecupies half an gere of grouni ; the perpendicular height
i M) feet,  Round the bottow appear traces of o shallow ditch.

The stone is of o red-heath gand, or moor-stone, which, though vory commaon, dees not alownd
hereabouts.  Ns fore is that of a pyramid ioverted, or an imvegular triangle, one of whose sides is
placed uppennost.  On the East front it s convex, or gibbous : on the West nearly flat.  There is
a eomaiderable cleft in the middie from East to West,  On the surfaee of it are three roclk basons,
in which ravens are bred.  The girt, or circumference at the bottom, is 60 feet ; in the middle 8 ;
near the top U0, It is 18 feet high.  But these measnrements aee not very exact, i.'r!.’ feason of the
irrcgularity of the surface.  The gquarriers compute that it coptaing 410 tons of stone, It history
is totally wnknown—Huremss' Mz, Dorsed, po 342
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THE DRUIDS.

Uhe Penids now, while orms arve heard no more,
Ol wnysteries and hoerid rites vestore;

A trile who singular religion love,

Andd launt the lonely coverls of the grave s

To these, ol these of ol mankind alone,

The Gods are sure revealed, or anre unlonwown,
I dying mantals’ dooms they sing aright,

Wer rhosts deseend to hell in deeadfnl wizhe ;
No parting souls to grisly Pluto go,

Nor geel the dreary, silent shades helow

Pt forth they My, inmortal in their R,
A other bodies in new worlds they fad.
Thus life for cver runs it8 endless race,

Aaud, bike o line, death but divides the spues:
A stop which can but for a moment last,

A puint between the future and the past.
Thriee i1:1;:-11}r Hu'!.' between the northern skies,
Wha that worst fate, the fear of death, despise.
Tlenee they ne cures for this Trail being feel,
But rush undaunted on the pointed steel ;
Peavoke approaching fate, and bravely scorn
T spare that life whicls must so soon retors,

i n's Lavan.
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ARGUMENT TO THE WHOLE WORK.

It is the object of the author in the following work, to shew, that the Druids of the

Britsh 1sles were the priests of a very ancient nation called Celte.  That these Celta
were a colony from the first race of people,—a Jearned and enlightened people, the
descendants of the persons who escaped the effects of the deluge on the borders of the
Caspian Sea.  That they were the earliest occupiers of Greece, Italy, France, and
Britain, arriving in those places by a route nearly along the 4.5th parallel of north latitude.
That, in a similar manner, colonies advanced from the same great nation, by a southern
line through Asia, peopling Synia and Africa, and arriving at last, by sea, through the
pillars of Hercules, at Britin, In the course of the work, the mode in which the
ancient patriarchal religions, as well as those of Greeee and Italy, were founded, will be
pointed out, and the author flatters himself' that he shall have much strengthened the
foundations of rational Christianity* He will shew, that all the languages of the
western world were the same, and that one system of letters, that of the ancient Irish
Druide, pervaded the whole—was common to the British isles and Gaul, to the inhabi-
tants of Ttaly, Greece, Svria, Arabin, Persia, and Hindostan; and that one of the two
alphabets (of the seme sysfem ) in which the ancient Irish manuscripts are written, namely,
the Beth-luis-nion, came by Gaul, through Dritain, to Ireland ; and that the other, the
Bobeloth, came through the Straits of Gibraltar,

* It must be remembicred, that the founskation is the substruciion of n 'Illill.i.h:l].l!lgJ thint upot whicl it stands, snd ot

thie upper slorics or the ormamental paris.
In the following work the wuthor carefully svoids thoss figments which constitute orthodoxies and heresies, abont

which foolih mas, at the instigation of the priests, persecutes and murders his brother,



NEW GRANGE.

A pescutrrion of the Sepulehral Monument at New Grange, near Drogheda, in the County of
Meath, in Ireland. By Tnomas Powsast, Esq. In a Letter to the Rev, Gregory Sharp,
LD, Master of the Temple,—Head at the Society of Antiquaries, London, June 21,28, 1750

By the civility of Mr. Boyd, merchant of Dublin, who went with me to Drogheda, T was intro-
duced to the acquaintance of Dr. Norris, master of the great school there; who very politely
offering to conduct me to New Grange, [ profited of so agreenble an opportunity.

Our road ran on the north and west side of the river Boyne,  After crossing a little brook which
runs into it, we passed on to the seat of Lord Netterville, in the county of Meath. The whole ol the
land on the north and west side of the Boyne is high ground. The site of Lord Netterville's
house, where the river and land make a Hexure, is more eminent than the rest. On the left
hand of the road as you ascend the hill, is an ancient monument, composed of a circle of large un-
hewn stones, set on end ; with the remaing of a kist-voen forming the north side thereof. This is
undoubtedly an erection of Druld superstition. [ paced the diameter of this circle, and, as well as
I recollect, it is not above one and twenty fect. The stones are large and massive, amd about five
and six feet high. There remain eight of these stones together in one part of the circle; two in
another part; and one by iteclf. On the left hand from the entrance into the circle, lics a large
flat stone, which scems Lo have been either the top of a kist-vacn or a erdmlech,

About a hundred yards on the same line, further from the road, are the vestigia of an oval eamp,
which is certainly Danish, As the road advances, just on the brow of the hill, and before it de-
scends again to New Grange, there is on the left hand a very large tumulus or barrow, under
which [report says) there is a cave like that at New Grange. It is now (like the mount at Marl-
borough) lmproved Into a garden mount, planted with trees; and on the top of it is built a
modern ornamental temple, From benee the road descends, for more than a mile, to New Grange.

From this pile | made a hasty sketch of the great barrow at New Grange, and its environs,
The lanes about it are planted with rows of trees; and the country forms an omamental land-
scape, uncommon in Ireland, The Pyramid, il 1 may so call it, built on a rising ground, and heav-
ing its bulky mass over the tops of the trees, and above the face of the country, with dimensions
of a scale greater than the objects which surround it, appears, though now but a ruinous frustum of
what it once was, a superh and eminently magnificent monument.

Many of the most remote antiquitics of our isle are remains of the customs of those different races
of people posscssing the same regions at different periods of time, and living, in succession one
after another, under different modes of life. Under a general reference, therefore, to these customs,
I beg leave to condact you to thie greal Sepulchral Pyramid which I am now about to deseribe.
We shall have ocensgion to use such reference, in the explication of the different parts of this
maonument.
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( xlv )

GERMAN MONUMENTS.

Iy Westphalia and East Friesland are some very curious examples of Tolmen. 1In
Plate 292, from KevsLen’s Awtiguities, is the representation of one near Drontheim. The
stones are from sixteen to twenty-five feet long, and from four to six feet thick, and the
superimeumbent stones from twenty to fiity feet in circumiference.  Kevsnen, dwf,
Segr, e

bn Plwe 23 15 represented another on the top of a mountain near Helmstade,
Tho p.o ¥



( xbvi )

FIRE TOWERS OF SCOTLAND.

Trrovcuovr Scotland and Treland there are scattered great numbers of Round
Towers, which have hiutherto puzzled all antiquarians, and which will yet, 1 fear, continue
to set them all at defiamce.  They have of late obtained the names in general of fre
tawers,  The Plate, No. 24, represents the view of one of them at Brechin, in Scotland.
It consists of sixty regular courses of hewn stone, of a brighter colour than the adjoining
church. It is 85 feet high to the cornice, whenee rises a low spiral-pointed roof of stone,
with three or four windows, and on the top a vane, making 15 feet more, in all 100 feet
from the gronnd. The height of these towers differs in different places. Many in
Freland vary from 335 to 100 feet high,  Ope at Alernethy is 75 feet, This, as well
as the one at Brechin, is about 48 ifeet in external ewrcumicrence ; o measure seldom
excecded in Treland, One at Ardmore has fascie at the several stories, which all the
rest, both in lreland and Scotland, seem to want, as well as stairs, having only abut-
ments, whereon to rest timbers and ladders,  Some have windows regularly disposed,
others only at the top.  Some, like those at Brechin, have stone roofs, which in others
are muined.  Some have a kind of base at the bottom, which others have not. One at
Kineth, in the county of Cork, has the lowest of its six stories an hexagon®  The
situation with respect to the churches also varies,  Some in Treland stand from 25 to
125 feet from the west end of the church.  Thes av Brechin 15 included in the 5. W,
angle of the ancient cathedral, to which it communicates within by a door.t There have
been numerous discussions respeeting the purposes for which these towers were built ;
they are generally adjoining to churches, whenee they seem 1o be of & religious nature,
Mr Valleneey considers it as a settled point that they were an appendage to the Dirued-
ical religion, and were in fact towers for the preservation of the sacred fire of the Druids
aor Mazi. To this a part of Mr. Gough's deseription of Brechin Tower, which 1 now
present tomy reader, raises an insuperabile objection.

O the west-frout of the tower are two arches, one within the other in relief.  On the point
of the vultermost is a erueifix, and between hoth, towards the middie, are igures of the Virgin Mary
and St. Jobn, the latter holding a eup with a lamb, The outer arch is adorned with knobs, and
within both is a small slit or loop, At bottom of the outer arch are two beasts conchant,  1f one
of them by kis profoscis was not evidently an elepfimt, 1 should suppose thew the suppocters of the

* o Barrw's fintery of Cork, Vol IL p, 4097, 4 Arch, Sac, An, Lond, Vol, IL p. B4,
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( xlix )

LANYON CROMLEH,

IN THE PARISH OF MADERN, CORNWALL.

Tue length of the area deseribed by the supparters of Lanyen Quoit is seven feet; but it does
not stand east and west, as at Molfra, but north and south, a8 that monument of Haraldus, men-
tioned ]:Ilr' Wmmlua, p- 22 There 15 no l{[at,-m:“, that is, no arca miarked out lJ:.-‘ side stones
under this Quoit, which is more than forty-seven feet in girt, nineteen feet long : its thickness in
the middle, on the eastern edge, is sixteen inches, at each end not 80 much, but at the western
edge this Quoit is two feet thick. The twa chief supporters A nnd B, Plate 26, Fig. I and 2,
do not stand at right angles with the front line, od in other Cromlehs, but obliguely, being forced
from their original position, as I imagine, by the weight of this Queit, which is also so high that a
man can sit on horseback under it.  Under this Quoit 1 cavzed to be sunk a pit of foer feet and o
half deep, and found it all black earth that had been maoved, and should bave sunk still deeper,
bat that the gentleman in whose ground it is, told me that a few years before the whole earity had
been opened {on account of some drean) to the full depth of six feet, and then the fast ground
appeared, and they dug no deeper 3 that the cavity was in the shape of a grave, and had been rilled
more than once, but that nothing was found more than ordinary.  This Cromleh stands on a low
bank of 1:J.|.r't1:|j not two feet ||i5]:mr ithap the ndj;lwnt. En:ril, albout 0 feet wide, and 70 ]-l:l:llg', mnning
north and south, At the gouth end it has many rough stones, some pitched on end in no order ;
yet not the natural furniture of the surface, but designedly put there, though by the remains, it is
difficult to say what their original position was.  West N. W, there is a high stone sbout 5} yards®
distance. By the black earth thrown wp in digging here, nothing is to be absolutely coneluded,
there hn.ving happened so many disturbances, H}' the pit. huh‘]g in the :ihﬂpl‘ of a aTave, i
feet deep, it is not improbable that o bumon body was interred here; and by the length of the
bank, and the many disorderly stones at the south end, this sheuld secem to have been a burial-
place for more than one person,  Bowrvase, Fist, Cormcall, p. 230,

Ow this kind of monument Dr. Borlase makes the otlowing ohserviations

In several parts of Cornwall we find a large flat stone in & horizontal pasition (or vear it)
supported by other flat stones placed on their edges, and fastened in the gronul, on purpose to bear
the weight of that stone, which rests upon, overshadows thens, awd, by reason of its extended
surface, and its elevation of six or eight feet or mwore from the ground, makes the principal fgure
it this kind of monument.  The situation which is generally chosen for this monument is the very

H



I LAXYON CROMLEH=—DESCRIPTION OF PPLATES.

sununit of the hill; and nothing can be more exact than the placing some of them, which shews
that those who crected them were very solicitous to place them as conspicuouely as possible,
Sometimes this flat stone and its supporters stand upon the plain, nateral seil and common level
of the ground ; but at other times it is mounted on a barrow, made either of stone or earth. 1t is
sometimes placed in the middle of a cirele of stones erect ;% and, when it hos a place of that dignity,
must be H'L'lp|m:1ffl to have been erccted on soie extraondin ury occasion 3 but when a eircle has a tall
stone in the middle, it seems to liave been unlawful to remove that middle stone, and therefore we find
this monument of which we are speaking sometimes placed on the bead of such a cirele.  But we
find some Cromlehs erected on such rocky situations, and so distant from housce, (where no stones
crect do stand, or appear to have stood,) that we mny conclude they were often crected in places
where there were no such circles,

* As at Usrigetouky, in the county of Cork, Ieeland, (Ffer, of Cork, Vol L opo 190,) where the eastle adjsining
seequs 10 have taken its name from the vulzer notion of this menument being erected by the Faries; Canig a fouky
sigmifying in Irich the Felry Rock.
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Brilish archacologist and author SIR GODFREY HIGGINS (1772-1833) was
rumored to be a Freemason and was even allegedly a Chosen Chiefl of the Order
of Druids. If so, he undoubtedly drew on his arcane knowledge of the secret history of
Western civilization to compose this impressive treatise.

Called by the author “an attempt to shew, that the Druids were the priests of Oriental
colonies who emigrated from India”™ and also that they were “the builders of Stonehenge,
of Carmnac, and of other Cyclopean works, in Asia and in Europe,” this delightful example
of 19th-century esoterica explores the similarities between Irish and Hebrew letters,
wonders whether Virgil was a Druid, examines the “surprising ignorance of the Greeks, ™
details the Druid origin of Christmas celebrations, and much more, including detailed
looks at Stonehenge, New Grange, the Fire Towers of Scotland, and other sacred ancient
places—complete with the beautiful original engravings.

First published in three parts between 1827 and 1829 and presented here in a replica of
the original editions, this hard-to-find volume belongs in the library of anyone fascinated
by the deep mysteries of old Europe,
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