
November

There is wind where the rose was, 
Cold rain where sweet grass was, 
And clouds like sheep 
Stream o'er the steep 
Grey skies where the lark was. 

Nought warm where your hand was, 
Nought gold where your hair was, 
But phantom, forlorn, 
Beneath the thorn, 
Your ghost where your face was. 

Cold wind where your voice was, 
Tears, tears where my heart was, 
And ever with me, 
Child, ever with me, 
Silence where hope was. 
 



Silver

Slowly, silently, now the moon
Walks the night in her silver shoon;
This way, and that, she peers, and sees
Silver fruit upon silver trees;
One by one the casements catch
Her beams beneath the silvery thatch;
Couched in his kennel, like a log,
With paws of silver sleeps the dog;
From their shadowy cote the white 
breasts peep
Of doves in silver feathered sleep
A harvest mouse goes scampering by,
With silver claws, and silver eye;
And moveless fish in the water gleam,
By silver reeds in a silver stream. 
 

 

 



 

Mistletoe

Sitting under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),
One last candle burning low,
All the sleepy dancers gone,
Just one candle burning on,
Shadows lurking everywhere:
Some one came, and kissed me there.

Tired I was; my head would go
Nodding under the mistletoe
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe),
No footsteps came, no voice, but only,
Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely,
Stooped in the still and shadowy air
Lips unseen - and kissed me there. 
 

 



 

 

Sleep
When all, and birds, and creeping beasts,
When the dark of night is deep,
From the moving wonder of their lives
Commit themselves to sleep.

Without a thought, or fear, they shut
The narrow gates of sense;
Heedless and quiet, in slumber turn
Their strength to impotence.

The transient strangeness of the earth
Their spirits no more see:
Within a silent gloom withdrawn,
They slumber in secrecy.

Two worlds they have--a globe forgot,
Wheeling from dark to light;
And all the enchanted realm of dream
That burgeons out of night. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Empty House
See this house, how dark it is 
Beneath its vast-boughed trees! 
Not one trembling leaflet cries 
To that Watcher in the skies— 
‘Remove, remove thy searching gaze, 
Innocent of heaven’s ways, 
Brood not, Moon, so wildly bright, 
On secrets hidden from sight.’ 

‘Secrets,’ sighs the night-wind, 
‘Vacancy is all I find; 
Every keyhole I have made 
Wails a summons, faint and sad, 
No voice ever answers me, 
Only vacancy.’   ‘Once, once … ’ the cricket shrills, 
And far and near the quiet fills 
With its tiny voice, and then 
Hush falls again. 

Mute shadows creeping slow 
Mark how the hours go. 



Every stone is mouldering slow. 
And the least winds that blow 
Some minutest atom shake, 
Some fretting ruin make 
In roof and walls. How black it is 
Beneath these thick boughed trees! 

The Listeners
"Is there anybody there?" said the Traveller,
Knocking on the moonlit door;
And his horse in the silence champed the grass
Of the forest's ferny floor;
And a bird flew up out of the turret,
Above the Traveller's head:
And he smote upon the door again a second time;
"Is there anybody there?" he said.
But no one descended to the Traveller;
No head from the leaf-fringed sill
Leaned over and looked into his grey eyes,
Where he stood perplexed and still.
But only a host of phantom listeners
That dwelt in the lone house then
Stood listening in the quiet of the moonlight
To that voice from the world of men:
Stood thronging the faint moonbeams on the dark 
stair,
That goes down to the empty hall,
Hearkening in an air stirred and shaken



By the lonely Traveller's call.
And he felt in his heart their strangeness,
Their stillness answering his cry,
While his horse moved, cropping the dark turf,
'Neath the starred and leafy sky;
For he suddenly smote on the door, even
Louder, and lifted his head:--
"Tell them I came, and no one answered,
That I kept my word," he said.
Never the least stir made the listeners,
Though every word he spake
Fell echoing through the shadowiness of the still 
house
From the one man left awake:
Ay, they heard his foot upon the stirrup,
And the sound of iron on stone,
And how the silence surged softly backward,
When the plunging hoofs were gone. 

The Ruin
When the last colours of the day
Have from their burning ebbed away,
About that ruin, cold and lone,
The cricket shrills from stone to stone;
And scattering o'er its darkened green,
Bands of fairies may be seen,
Clattering like grasshoppers, their feet
Dancing a thistledown dance round it:



While the great gold of the mild moon
Tinges their tiny acorn shoon. 

 

 

 

Winter
Clouded with snow 
The cold winds blow, 
And shrill on leafless bough 
The robin with its burning breast 
Alone sings now. 

The rayless sun, 
Day's journey done, 
Sheds its last ebbing light 
On fields in leagues of beauty spread 
Unearthly white. 

Thick draws the dark, 
And spark by spark, 
The frost-fires kindle, and soon 
Over that sea of frozen foam 
Floats the white moon. 

Winter Dusk



Dark frost was in the air without, 
The dusk was still with cold and gloom, 
When less than even a shadow came 
And stood within the room. 

But the three around the fire, 
None turned a questioning head to look, 
Still read a clear voice, on and on, 
Still stooped they o'er their book. 

The children watched their mother's eyes 
Moving on softly line to line; 
It seemed to listen too -- that shade, 
Yet made no outward sign. 

The fire-flames crooned a tiny song, 
No cold wind moved the wintry tree; 
The children both in Faerie dreamed 
Beside their mother's knee. 

And nearer yet that spirit drew 
Above that heedless one, intent 
Only on what the simple words 
Of her small story meant. 

No voiceless sorrow grieved her mind, 
No memory her bosom stirred, 



Nor dreamed she, as she read to two, 
'Twas surely three who heard. 

Yet when, the story done, she smiled 
From face to face, serene and clear, 
A love, half dead, sprang up, as she 
Leaned close and drew them near. 

 

The Song of Finis
At the edge of All the Ages 
A Knight sate on his steed, 
His armor red and thin with rust 
His soul from sorrow freed; 
And he lifted up his visor 
From a face of skin and bone, 
And his horse turned head and whinnied 
As the twain stood there alone. 

No bird above that steep of time 
Sang of a livelong quest; 
No wind breathed, 
Rest: 
"Lone for an end!" cried Knight to steed, 
Loosed an eager rein-- 
Charged with his challenge into space: 
And quiet did quiet remain. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Haunted 

   From out the wood I watched them shine, - 
        The windows of the haunted house,
    Now ruddy as enchanted wine,
        Now dim as flittermouse.

    There went a thin voice piping airs
        Along the grey and crooked walks, - 
    A garden of thistledown and tares,
        Bright leaves, and giant stalks.

    The twilight rain shone at its gates,
        Where long-leaved grass in shadow grew;
    And black in silence to her mates
        A voiceless raven flew.

    Lichen and moss the lone stones greened,
        Green paths led lightly to its door,



    Keen from her lair the spider leaned,
        And dusk to darkness wore.

    Amidst the sedge a whisper ran,
        The West shut down a heavy eye,
    And like last tapers, few and wan,
        The watch-stars kindled in the sky.
 
Autumn

    By Walter De La Mare
 

There is a wind where the rose was;
Cold rain where sweet grass was;
    And clouds like sheep
    Stream o'er the steep
Grey skies where the lark was.

Nought gold where your hair was;
Nought warm where your hand was;
    But phantom, forlorn,
    Beneath the thorn,
Your ghost where your face was.

Sad winds where your voice was;
Tears, tears where my heart was;
    And ever with me,
    Child, ever with me,
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Silence where hope was.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Echo

    By Walter De La Mare
 

"Who called?" I said, and the words
    Through the whispering glades,
Hither, thither, baffled the birds - 
    "Who called? Who called?"

The leafy boughs on high
    Hissed in the sun;
The dark air carried my cry
    Faintingly on:

Eyes in the green, in the shade,
    In the motionless brake,
Voices that said what I said,
    For mockery's sake:

"Who cares?" I bawled through my tears;
    The wind fell low:
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In the silence, "Who cares? who cares?"
    Wailed to and fro.
 
 
 
 
Myself

     There is a garden, grey
    With mists of autumntide;
Under the giant boughs,
    Stretched green on every side,

Along the lonely paths,
    A little child like me,
With face, with hands, like mine,
    Plays ever silently;

On, on, quite silently,
    When I am there alone,
Turns not his head; lifts not his eyes;
    Heeds not as he plays on.

After the birds are flown
    From singing in the trees,
When all is grey, all silent,
    Voices, and winds, and bees;



And I am there alone:
    Forlornly, silently,
Plays in the evening garden
    Myself with me.
 
Silver
    By Walter De La Mare
 

    Slowly, silently, now the moon
    Walks the night in her silver shoon:
    This way, and that, she peers and sees
    Silver fruit upon silver trees;
    One by one the casements catch
    Her beams beneath the silvery thatch;
    Couched in his kennel, like a log,
    With paws of silver sleeps the dog
    From their shadowy cote the white breasts peep
    Of doves in a silver-feathered sleep;
    A harvest mouse goes scampering by,
    With silver claws and silver eye;
    And moveless fish in the water gleam
    By silver reeds in a silver stream.
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The Old Stone House

    By Walter De La Mare
 

    Nothing on the grey roof, nothing on the brown,
    Only a little greening where the rain drips down;
    Nobody at the window, nobody at the door,
    Only a little hollow which a foot once wore;
    But still I tread on tiptoe, still tiptoe on I go,
    Past nettles, porch, and weedy well, for oh, I know
    A friendless face is peering, and a still clear eye
    Peeps closely through the casement
    as my step goes by.
 
The Old House

    A very, very old house I know-
    And ever so many people go,
    Past the small lodge, forlorn and still,
    Under the heavy branches, till
    Comes the blank wall, and there's the door.
    Go in they do; come out no more.
    No voice says aught; no spark of light
    Across that threshold cheers the sight;
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    Only the evening star on high
    Less lonely makes a lonely sky,
    As, one by one, the people go
    Into that very old house I know.
The Raven's Tomb

    By Walter De La Mare
 

    'Build me my tomb,' the Raven said,
    'Within the dark yew-tree,
    So in the Autumn yewberries
    Sad lamps may burn for me.
    Summon the haunted beetle,
    From twilight bud and bloom,
    To drone a gloomy dirge for me
    At dusk above my tomb.
    Beseech ye too the glowworm
    To bear her cloudy flame,
    Where the small, flickering bats resort,
    Whistling in tears my name.
    Let the round dew a whisper make,
    Welling on twig and thorn;
    And only the grey cock at night
    Call through his silver horn.
    And you, dear sisters, don your black
    For ever and a day,
    To show how sweet a raven
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    In his tomb is laid away.'
 
 
 
The Ruin

    By Walter De La Mare
 

    When the last colours of the day
    Have from their burning ebbed away,
    About that ruin, cold and lone,
    The cricket shrills from stone to stone;
    And scattering o'er its darkened green,
    Bands of the fairies may be seen,
    Chattering like grasshoppers, their feet
    Dancing a thistledown dance round it:
    While the great gold of the mild moon
    Tinges their tiny acorn shoon.
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The Vacant Day

 As I did walk in meadows green
    I heard the summer noon resound
With call of myriad things unseen
    That leapt and crept upon the ground.

High overhead the windless air
    Throbbed with the homesick coursing cry
Of swallows that did everywhere
    Wake echo in the sky.

Beside me, too, clear waters coursed
    Which willow branches, lapsing low,
Breaking their crystal gliding forced
    To sing as they did flow.

I listened; and my heart was dumb
    With praise no language could express;
Longing in vain for him to come
    Who had breathed such blessedness

On this fair world, wherein we pass
    So chequered and so brief a stay;
And yearned in spirit to learn, alas,



    What kept him still away.
 
 
There Blooms No Bud In May

    By Walter De La Mare
 

There blooms no bud in May
Can for its white compare
With snow at break of day,
On fields forlorn and bare.

For shadow it hath rose,
Azure, and amethyst;
And every air that blows
Dies out in beauteous mist.

It hangs the frozen bough
With flowers on which the night
Wheeling her darkness through
Scatters a starry light.

Fearful of its pale glare
In flocks the starlings rise;
Slide through the frosty air,
And perch with plaintive cries.

Only the inky rook,
Hunched cold in ruffled wings,
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Its snowy nest forsook,
Caws of unnumbered Springs.


